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68 “Pornography is poison”, or maybe not?: The youth porn-watching experiences and social transformation in contemporary China





Miss Chong Liu 
University of Leeds, Leeds, United Kingdom



Abstract


From March to September 2019, I went back to China. I carried out my fieldwork at two high schools for my PhD project, “Sexuality Education and Social Stratification: Understanding the Youth Experience in Contemporary China”. Porn had been identified as one of the most significant aspects impacting the youth sexuality education experiences in their everyday lives.


Porn in China, due to the societal context, has been recognised as a cultural product and has been linked tightly to its process of social transformation, including but not limited to globalisation, individualisation, sexualisation, and neo-liberal influences.


In this presentation, I will first introduce why it is necessary to investigate the youth experiences with porn-watching in consideration of China’s societal, political, cultural, and historical circumstances. Afterwards, I will present how differentiated aspirations influenced by China’s social transformation affect the youth porn-watching experience. Then, I will illustrate the phenomenon of calling Japanese porn stats “teachers” amongst Chinese youth and its link to the inadequate systematic and scientific sexuality education in China. Finally, I will conclude the dilemmas about the youth porn-watching experiences regarding China’s social transformation. I will also stress that amongst youth, watching porn has both personal and societal meanings. To be specific, it can be seen as the attitude of resistance against the traditional view - “pornography is poison”.






85 Support and resistance of Chinese dreams for international football dominance





Ms Layne Vandenberg 
King's College London, London, United Kingdom. University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, Hong Kong



Abstract


China’s emergence on the global football landscape has raised concerns and expectations about the influence of the Chinese government, fans, players and investors on international football. From a historical perspective, several events in the last two decades clearly signal China’s growing desire to gain power and notoriety in international football, including but not limited to FIFA’s declaration in 2000 that China is the birthplace of football; Xi Jinping’s 2015 football reforms that aim to prepare China to participate in, host and win a FIFA World Cup; and the ebbs and flows of Chinese investment in the domestic and international game. 


China’s signalling has undoubtedly gained critics who believe the PRC’s future power will not only influence – but also threaten – the status quo of football. China’s growing presence in football administration will impact the political economy of sports governance, foretelling China’s similar capacity to impact the game itself should the country become dominant on the pitch. Particularly in the post COVID-19 era, China’s anticipated preferences for its football future present both challenges and opportunities for politics, law and society. Is football yet another arena for China to conquer? Considering the current instabilities of modern football, will China’s influence and aid be perceived as a risk or an advantage to the proliferation of the beautiful game?  






109 Opening Pandora’s WEIRD Box: Novel Links between Problem Gambling and Loot Box Purchasing in China, and Players’ Experience with Probability Disclosures and Pity-Timers





Mr Leon Y. Xiao1,2, Tullia Fraser3, Dr Philip W. S. Newall4 
1The Honourable Society of Lincoln’s Inn, London, United Kingdom. 2The City Law School, City, University of London, London, United Kingdom. 3Independent Researcher, N/A, United Kingdom. 4Experimental Gambling Research Laboratory, School of Health, Medical and Applied Sciences, CQUniversity, Sydney, Australia



Abstract


Paid loot boxes are quasi-gambling virtual products in videogames that provide the player with randomised rewards of varying value. Regulators around the world are considering how best to regulate these mechanics that children have ready access to. Fifteen previous studies in Western and international contexts have identified a positive correlation between loot box purchasing and problem gambling. A preregistered survey of People’s Republic of China (PRC) videogamers (N=879) largely failed to replicate this correlation, possibly due to low levels of gambling participation (n=87). Statistically significant but modest positive correlations between loot box expenditure and past-year gambling participation, and between loot box expenditure and impulsiveness, were found. Additionally, the PRC is presently the only country to legally require loot box probability disclosures as a consumer protection measure. The effectiveness of this measure, which is being considered for adoption by other countries, is not known. Most loot box purchasers (84.6%) reported seeing disclosures, but only 19.3% of loot box purchasers reported consequently spending less money. Most loot box purchasers (86.9%) thought that pity-timers, which change the winning probabilities of obtaining rarer items, are appropriate for implementation. Future research into the loot box purchasing and gambling correlation should consider cultural contexts and gambling product variations. The relatively traditional gambling products allowed in the PRC, e.g., lotteries, may be less appealing to videogamers than more gamified products available in other jurisdictions, such as electronic gambling machines. Some practical implications of conducting gambling-related research in the PRC, which is presently heavily underdeveloped, are discussed.
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132 Writing beyond Han boundaries: The literacies of identity in Tarim Basin communities, ca. 1st c. BCE-4th c. CE





Dr Christopher Foster 
SOAS, London, United Kingdom



Abstract


Language is a potent cultural component to the construction and expression of identity. The following case study investigates the spread of writing in the northwest frontier of the Han (206 BCE-220 CE) to Western Jin (265-316 CE) dynasties, focusing on the use of “Chinese” script in the Tarim Basin sites of Niya 尼雅 and Loulan 樓蘭, situated beyond the Han-Jin military limes proper. Who was writing in Chinese script at these sites, how did they acquire this literacy, and what role did it play in the formation of local identities? A close reading of excavated manuscripts found in situ at these sites contextualizes fragments of primers and other literary works, such as the Cang Jie pian 蒼頡篇 and Lunyu 論語, dating to this period. This is complemented by anecdotal evidence from received histories, as well as comparison to later manuscript finds from Dunhuang and beyond. The paper wrestles with methodological issues pertinent to both the historical study of past peoples who communicated via adopted scripts, in the absence of native writing; as well as the modern navigation of disciplinary divisions dictated by the linguistic constraints of our sources themselves. It also seeks to make a contribution to Critical Han Studies, by exploring language exchange in a region and period crucial to Han ethnogenesis.






131 Legally Han, Culturally Han-ish: Ethnic segregation and ambivalence in the Liao dynasty (907-1125)





Dr Lance Pursey 
University of Aberdeen, Aberdeen, United Kingdom. University of Birmingham, Birmingham, United Kingdom



Abstract


The Liao dynasty brought together diverse populations, including sedentary southerners and mobile northerners and brought about unprecedented population migration, agriculture and city-building north of the Great Wall. Yet despite straddling the Great Wall, the legal, political, social and cultural structure of the Liao has been consistently framed as one of ethnic segregation, resulting in the social political history and material culture of the Liao being interpreted in terms of a dialectic between the between the Han 漢 population (coded as Chinese), and the Kitan rulers (coded as northern nomads or even barbarians), resulting variably in sinicisation, borealisation, hybridisation, etc. This segregation is epitomised in textual references to 'Han towns', 'Han laws', 'Han offices'.


But at the same time, there is also evidence not only of an ambivalence regarding the cultural identity, and indeed political loyalties of the Han in the Liao (Liu, 1998; Standen, 2008), but also a flexibility concerning who falls under the category of Han, meaning it does not directly correlate to those historians conventionally consider to be 'Chinese'.


This paper seeks to reconcile these two contradictory depictions of the Liao as ethnically segregated and ethnically ambivalent, by foregrounding ethnic labels as a contingent act of boundary production rather than as essential characteristics of immutable transhistorical group identities. I also question the heuristic validity of anachronistic ethnic labels in the interpretation of textual sources and the classification of Liao material cultures from archaeological finds, found both in tombs and within the walls of these so-called 'Han towns'.










133 Inventing ‘frontier dance’ in Republican China: the contribution of Dai Ai’lian and global Primitivism





Dr Jing Zhu 
Xi'an Jiaotong Liverpool University, Suzhou, China



Abstract


“Minzu wu” 民族舞 (dance pertaining to ethnic minority groups for performance) in contemporary China have received scholarly attentions in the past decade (Wilcox, 2016: 363-386; Li, 2013: 69-100). Chinese ethnography has a long history of documenting and visualizing non-Han dances, epitomized in the Miao albums of late imperial China (Zhu, 2020). The dance representing ethnic minorities, while choreographed and performed mainly for major Han Chinese audiences could trace back to the Republican era, and was known as “Bianjiang wu” 边疆舞  (frontier dance) in Republican China, when Chinese anthropologists and artists extensively engaged with frontier subjects; and traced the origin of Han Chinese art in the frontier. Dai Ai’lian 戴爱莲 (1916-2006), travelled in the Southwest and Northwest frontiers with the Chinese painter Ye Qianyu from 1945 to 1946. Afterwards, she choreographed a series non-Han dances, including the Tibetan, Miao, Yi, Yao, and the Uighur, and performed in Chongqig, Shanghai, Beijing and several cities in the US.  Drawing on Dai’s  dance videos, memories, photograph, and paintings of Dai’s dance by Ye Qianyu, this paper explores the ways in which how frontier dance was choreographed in Republican China. Owing to Dai’s study and living experiences in London and Europe, this paper emphasizes the influence of western primitive dance on Chinese frontier dance, and complicates our understanding of dance and ethnicity in a global context. 
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16 Multi-layered Cooperation among International, National, Regional and Civil Organizations: Guangxi Post-war Nanyang Chinese Refugees Repatriation Works, 1945-1949.





MR Congjie Cheng 
University of Leicester, Liecester, United Kingdom



Abstract


 This article explores the repatriation process of wartime Nanyang Chinese refugees stranded in Guangxi during the early post-war period. The cooperation of multiple organizations ensured the refugee were repatriated successfully. Among these organizations, there is no doubt that the Guangxi regional government played a major role in managing the repatriation of these refugees. In fact, the outcome of the repatriation work was completed because of a multi-layered cooperative network, including many international, national and even civil organizations. This network included four organizations: the UNRRA worked for integrating relief resources and diplomatic coordination; the CNRRA worked for arranging the domestic transportations; the Guangxi Government worked for providing the provisional relief to stranded refugees; and the civil organization conducted some self-reliefs and assisted with up-level organizations. I argue that the Guangxi Government was an important part of an overall national organization, justified by the high national cause which it served. Based on this, the Guangxi Government became an essential linkage in multi-layered network as the Nanyang Chinese repatriation was incorporated into the worldwide refugees’ repatriations work,










136 Technology, Labour and Soviet Aid on the Northwest Road, 1937-1941





Dr Mark Baker 
University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom



Abstract


We now have excellent studies of Nationalist China’s diplomatic relations during the Second World War, but there is still little scholarly work in English (and not much more in Chinese) on wartime infrastructural links between China and the rest of the world. This presentation examines one of the most important of these connections. Between 1937 and 1941, the Soviet Union supplied Nationalist China with more than twenty thousand tons of war materials along the newly laid motor road from railheads in Kazakhstan to Xi’an. The construction and operation of this route was a remarkable achievement, spanning almost four thousand kilometres of sometimes difficult terrain. 


The explanation for this success was not political organisation, which was fragmented into competing institutions and several zones of warlord power. Instead, the key was multiple inputs of labour and technology. The papers of the Northwest Highways Transport Bureau (西北公路運輸管理局) reveal the layers of technology deployed on the route, from Soviet planes and trucks to the camels and mules which carried almost all the petrol supply. Soviet aid also depended on labour inputs from multiple, unequally treated groups: the corvee laborers, including women and children, who laid the road; the well-paid but tightly disciplined Soviet and Chinese drivers; the local mechanics, maintenance workers and hostel staff who kept truck convoys moving. Just as li (力, power; energy) was being sapped from frontline regions (see Micah Muscolino, Ecology of War, 2014), China’s war effort was being sustained by new inputs in previously remote rear areas. 






163 A comparative study of the film censorship institution between Shanghai International Settlement and Britain





Dr weiqing zhao 
IAO, Lyon, France. Communication University of Zhejiang, Hangzhou, China



Abstract


In 1927 the Shanghai Municipal Council of the International Settlement established the film censorship institution: the police was responsible for the primary censorship, and the Film Censorship Board for the review.  The Shanghai Film Censorship Board was based on the British model and made adjustments according to the actual local conditions. However, it was the Shanghai Municipal Council, not the Film Censorship Board, that made the final decision. In Britain, the Film Censorship Board was solely responsible for film censorship, but the local council had the power to overturn its opinions.  In addition, the members of the Film Censorship Board in Shanghai came from different countries. They, especially those from western countries, naturally formed a unified alliance to protect the image of white people and safeguarded the interests of their respective countries. Therefore, there were similarities and differences between the British Film Censorship Board and that of the Shanghai International Settlement. Furthermore, although the film censorship regulations of the Shanghai Municipal Council have no direct or obvious connection with the local British film censorship regulations, they were copied from the regulations of the British colony -- Hong Kong, so the connection between them could still be observed.  By comparing the film censorship system between Shanghai International Settlement and Britain, this article mainly examines the unique characteristics of Shanghai film censorship: autonomy and transnational colonialism, and attempts to study the influence of this characteristic on Shanghai’s film culture and even its urban culture.
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77 ‘The food delivered is more valuable than my life’: Understanding the platform precarity of Chinese online food-delivery work





HUI HUANG 
King's College London, London, United Kingdom



Abstract


Drawing on one-year ethnographic fieldwork conducted by signing up as a driver in a top food-delivery platform in Shanghai, China, this paper explores the labour conditions of platform food-delivery drivers in China. Building on existing debates about work precarity, this article argues that the abject labour conditions of Chinese food-delivery drivers result from platform precarity, which is generated from the blending of bogus employment relations, despotic algorithmic control, and subservient citizenship. This argument is underpinned by the findings of this paper: First, the platform circumvents its employer responsibilities for drivers by outsourcing the labour services of food delivery to ghost companies. Second, the platform creates despotic algorithmic management to control the labour process and performance for labour exploitation and intensification. Last, align with the platform capitalism, the Chinese states engage in race-to-the-bottom that institutionally transforms rural migrants into cheap labour for industrial digitalisation.


This article makes several contributions. First, this article identifies three key elements that constitute the platform precarity: bogus employment relations, predatory algorithmic management, and subservient citizenships, which provides a new analytical framework for analysing labour conditions of platform work. Second, by refining a conceptual framework of work precarity that incorporates the burgeoning precarious work arrangements in platform labour regimes, this article extends our current understanding of precariousness into platform work in the digital age. Finally, the findings reveal the pivotal role of Chinese states and platform capitalism in producing the precarity of drivers, which validates that states and management are key players in generating work precarity.






123 Golf Course Culture in China





Ms Hannah Bennett 
SOAS, London, United Kingdom. King's College London, London, United Kingdom



Abstract


On the surface, a study of golf may appear whimsical. However, by framing it as a socially constituted leisure activity rather than focusing on the technicalities of the sport, golf acts as a lens through which to view several complex issues located at the forefront of China studies: issues such as gender, class, labour, and migration. 


In 1983 there were no golf courses in China, now there are around 600. However, this growth has not followed a simple trajectory. From a complete ban following the revolution in 1949, to a re-emergence during Reform and Opening, through a renewed period of restriction, intensified by Xi Jinping’s focus on anti-corruption, golf has been greatly influenced by, and shines a mirror on the central movements in modern Chinese history. Having outlined the historical context of golf in China, this paper will then take the example of caddies as a micro-exploration to enable macro-analysis. 


Traditionally, caddies at Chinese golf courses were young, conventionally attractive women, who were often migrant labourers. However, shifts in the labour market and the growth of technical schools and universities has changed methods of recruitment. The result has been an increase in interns working as caddies, and more men. Concurrently, the industry is also undergoing professionalization. Based on participant observation spent training with caddies at a golf course in Southern China, this paper will reassess the relationship between professionalization and feminization, contending that feminization should not be seen as contrary to professionalization but rather in itself a form of it.










134 Negotiating Individualization in University-to-Work Transition: Hope, Despair and Collective Support among New Generation of Well-Educated Rural Migrants in China





Dr. Heng Xu 
Department of Applied Social Sciences, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Kowloon, Hong Kong



Abstract


Since the expansion of higher education system and abolition of state-controlled job assignment system in late 1990s, an increasing number of China’s rural youths leave their families to receive formal higher education, professional training and later seek employment opportunities in urban areas. Drawing on the in-depth interviews with selected well-educated rural-urban migrants who graduated from first-tier universities and then searched for employment opportunities in Wuhan Provincial City, this study aims to highlight the collectivist attitudes and supports young migrants developed during their university-to-work transitions, even though they are exhorted to embrace the individualization discourse of neoliberal self-reliance. Despite the young people reflexively adopt the logic of free market and self-reliance to fit into the fierce competition of labor market, they are conscious about the constrained effect of their disadvantageous family background on their university-to-work transition. To deal with an unequal and competitive situation in urban society, they rely on mutual support and co-operation to combat risk collectively. This study goes against the argument that individualization necessarily brings migrants' disengagement from social networks and collectivism, and further suggests that collective sentiments and social networks remain salient in Chinese well-educated rural-urban migrants’ transitional process.


 


Key words


Well-educated rural-urban migrant; Individualization discourse;  Collective support; University-to-Work Transition; Formal Higher Education
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42 Exchanges Under the Table: Illegitimate Interactions between Song and Liao, A Case Study of Baigou (白溝) Region during the Middle Period





Mr Ting Cheung Wong 
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, Hong Kong



Abstract


  The Sung-Liao Relations were unique to diplomatic relations throughout the history of China. Scholar Tao, Jing-Shen (陶晉生) described it as “Two Sons of Heaven”. Recent Scholar such as Nicolas Tackett argues that the interactions between the Song Dynasty and the East Asia world could be pre-modern nationalism. Under this unprecedented atmosphere, the diversity of interactions between states had also increased. Baigou (白溝) Region became famous in the first time of history because of this new relationship between Song and Liao. Since this region was the frontier of Song and Liao and also one path for people to cross the frontier mutually, it soon became a popular place for interactions. In this region, the overlapping administrative divisions of Song and Liao led to a series of illegitimate interactions between two dynasties through administrative arrangement, taxation and the identity of Baigou people aspects. In addition, the uniqueness of Baigou also induced espionage in this region. Both Song and Liao Dynasties were trying to deploy spies to collect useful intelligence. The example of Baigou Region could prove the interaction of Imperial China also had its variousness and those interactions and policies were not the exclusive phenomena in the pre-modern and modern period.






43 ‘Coastal thugs’ and ‘stupid, unruly people’: The construction of a ‘maritime other’ on the south coast of the Ming Empire





Sander Molenaar 
University of Warwick, Coventry, United Kingdom



Abstract


Ming society was built on a foundation of wet-field rice production in lowlands that were ‘tamed’ by water-control projects. However, the mountainous south coast of the Ming Empire presented a challenging boundary for the expansion of this type of agriculture. Scarce fertile land along major rivers was hemmed in between mountains and wooded hills, and further limited by the sea. Farmers who settled in river valleys were neighbours to people whose livelihood depended on the mountains or the sea. Geographic and demographic diversity on the south coast created liminal spaces and studying the ways in which people navigated this world can enhance our understanding of Ming society.


This paper argues that Ming officials purposefully ‘othered’ these unfamiliar environments and their inhabitants to legitimise agrarian expansion and assimilate or exterminate the people who did not conform to the dominant behavioural norms of Ming society. The writings of Ming officials constructed an intimate relation between the inferior ‘other’ and their natural environment to create a cultural landscape that informed governance practices on the south coast of the Ming Empire. Furthermore, drawing on biographies, stele inscriptions, and poetry, this paper illustrates how the construction of a ‘maritime other’, in particular, imbued with connotations of greed and violence, limited the ability of Ming officials to effectively interact with a dynamic maritime world.










151 Was Kunlun nu Racist?: Reconsidering Blackness and Its Cultural Associations in Medieval China





Baoli Yang 
Brown University, Providence, USA



Abstract


   Modern Sinologists notice the relevance of the exonym “Kunlun nu” 昆侖奴 to the people of dark skin, possibly from Southeast Asia or Africa in medieval China (617-1279). Does their research indicate the potential emergence of a notion similar to modern racialized human taxonomy in medieval Asia? Scholars vary in their answers. Raymond Dawson and Shao-yun Yang believe ethnicity and cultural differences, rather than race, mattered more in medieval China, while Paul Pelliot and Julie Wilensky readily refer to race to understand “Kunlun nu.” Don Wyatt, viewing medieval Chinese blackness through modern critical race theory, claims that the Chinese used Kunlun to distinguish all peoples “from themselves primarily on the basis of their culturally undesirable and stigmatizing dark complexions.” Their discrepancies show the degrees to which they are engaged with the omnipotence of Confucian culturalism in medieval China or the omnipresence of racism originating in modern times.


     But those two stances fail to address a vast cultural space outside of mainstream medieval ideological construction or modern critical race theory. Conceptualization of terms related to ethnicities and race originated in early China and kept evolving in China's middle ages. My project examines the Chinese ascription “Kunlun nu” in different literary genres and considers this discourse intersecting three prevailing lines of inquiries: enslavement along the Silk Roads, toponyms for categorizing human groups, and physiological distinctions. I contend that various literary understandings of peoples of dark skin, by celebrating their cultural presence, manifest fluid, multifaceted overlaps between ethnicity and race in medieval China.
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25 Nostalgic Man-child in Comedy Films in 21st Century China





Mr Yung-Hang Lai 
King's College London, London, United Kingdom



Abstract


Man-child might be the most prominent image in the history of comedy cinema, then what is the cultural specificity of this character type in Chinese comedy? Two man-child images have gained great popularity on the comedic screen in the 21st century China: the bumpkin and the smart-ass loser. I will examine the films of two comedians with national fame, Wang Baoqiang and Shen Teng, whose man-child personae epitomize the bumpkin and smart-ass loser respectively. I argue that both cases employ nostalgia as a comedic device and register the neoliberal subjectivities in China. How do they amuse the audience nostalgically? What do they tell us about the desires and anxiety of the Chinese neoliberal subjects? Referring to Svetlana Boym’s distinction between restorative and reflective nostalgia, and the notion that nostalgia is both retrospective and prospective, I argue that these man-child comedies can be viewed as social commentaries on the neoliberal “winner versus loser” culture. While Wang’s bumpkin man-child invokes the past virtues to criticize the neoliberal entrepreneurial subject, Shen’s smartass character in Goodbye Mr. Loser makes a thought experiment: if one has a second chance to pursue success, what is the possible result? Nonetheless, the conclusion of the film is to comment on the result of this experiment, showing a reflexive distance from the nostalgic experience.










76 Chinese film comedy in 1980s: From a perspective of father-son relationship





Ms Lingli REN 
Tsinghua University, Beijing, China



Abstract


The 1980s is a special period in Chinese history, with the poignant trauma of Culture Revolution and the soaring euphoria in the name of modernization, i.e., reform and opening up. This complexity has sparked sustained academic interest, and many studies have focused on art films and directors from the fourth and fifth generations. However, as an indispensable part of market-oriented transformation of Chinese films and mass culture, film comedies are largely overlooked for a long time. This study sheds light on the role of film comedies in 1980’s China, exploring how they responded to historical trauma and pictured the blueprint of the nation as a genre of cultural products different from art films. Through the analysis, this paper argues that the father-son relationship, which could serve as the metaphor of “tradition and modern”, “past/present and future”, was a narrative focus of these films, and two categories of narration— “son revises father” and “father transforms son”—were widely adopted. Centering on the father-son relationship, film comedy contributed to the adaptation of party-state governance in the post Culture Revolution era, cultivated film audience in a new social and economic context and laid a foundation for the development of commercial films in the 1990s and even the 21st century. 


 










82 Stay-at-home fathers on the Chinese screen





Ms Fei Huang 
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Abstract


Stay-at-home fathers (SAHFs), as a newly emergent gendered identity, have recently featured in several TV family dramas in China. While much has been written about the discourses of familial relations in televisual culture since the late 1990s, no research has been done on the representation of this particularly gendered identity of SAHFs on the Chinese screen. This paper uses Marriage Battle, a TV drama series that revolves around the lives of three SAHFs, as a case study to examine how SAHFs are represented, so as to provide a new perspective to academic debates about the cultural production of gender difference and hierarchy in China. I identify four key themes in the construction of SAHFs’ masculinities and their familial relationships in this series: the centrality of work to these fictional SAHFs’ sense of masculinity; the class specificity of the wider fictional SAHF family; the absence of intergenerational impact within this family; and the unifying happy ending that this family experiences. Through analysis of these four themes, I identify a paradox in the televisual representation of SAHFs, that while the male characters in this series all seemingly embody a new model of familial masculinity, as caring and sensitive men who herald a paradigm shift in traditional familial gender roles, they still cling to patriarchal ideologies when negotiating family matters. My discussion of the paradoxical representation of SAHFs in the series offers an illustration of how continuing patriarchal ideologies are sustained despite the ongoing renegotiation of gender roles within the Chinese family. 
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57 The Paratexts of Martial Arts Novels in Republican China (1920s~1940s)





Ms. Xueqing Dang 
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, Hong Kong



Abstract


Martial arts novels have been popular for decades in Chinese-speaking region, which began from Republican Era. During the 1920s-1940s, a large number of martial arts novels were created, while most stories of those novels were just similar. But the most famous writers, such as Pingjiang Buxiaosheng, Huanzhu Louzhu, Bai Yu and Wang Dulu, did not even share a similar setting of the martial arts world. For example, the supernatural Kung Fu world created by Huanzhu Louzhu and the realistic fighting community created by Bai Yu were totally different, and may have evolved into different genres, which looked like fantasy novels and chivalric romances. However, most of those novels were published in martial arts columns and introduced as “martial arts novels” with the differences ignored, mainly for larger audiences and more income. Actually, the “martial arts novels” were made by both authors and publishers, and made of texts, forewords, columns, front covers, illustrations and even the revised chapter titles. All of them except texts themselves were the paratexts of martial arts novels, according to Gérard Genette. The differences of texts were shaded by those paratexts, and various forms, fields, ethics and logic were compromised. The paratexts were not only pandering to the common taste of their audiences, but also exerting a subtle influence on the common taste, completing a martial arts novel, and defining the genre and forms of “martial arts novels”. 






89 A Discussion on the Existence of Moment in Peking’s Film Adaptation
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Abstract


Moment in Peking is an English novel written by Lin Yutang (林语堂, 1895-1976) during the Second Sino-Japanese War (1937–1945). It was first published in the United States in 1939 and sold 50,000 copies within half a year and was reprinted three years later (Chen, 2018). In 1940, Lin was nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature with Moment in Peking, attesting to its commercial and literary success worldwide. Moment in Peking has been produced into some Chinese abridged translations, three Chinese full translations as well as three television adaptions. Moment in Peking has been considered for film adaptation many times. The existence of Moment in Peking’s film adaptation was an unconfirmed conjecture in the study of Moment in Peking. 


Zhang (2020) attempted to evidence the existence of Moment in Peking’s film adaptation with three arguments in her Master thesis. This paper dissents in Zhang (2020)’s arguments with evidence by unearthing the unstudied newspapers and journals in Republican China and concludes that film adaptation of Moment in Peking is non-existent. This paper also gives a detailed introduction on who had considered filming Moment in Peking and the origin of conjecture on Moment in Peking’s film adaptation through a deep empirical archival research.






150 Uncovering the Lost Women Poets of the Tang Dynasty in the Early Modern Anthologies





Miss Magdalena Wojcik 
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Abstract


This paper investigates how the early modern (16th-18th c.) editors of anthologies uncovered the Tang (618–907) women poets. While the 8th-15th c. general anthologies transmitted only 90 poets, with the rise of women’s literature 16th-century onwards, this number increased to 300. 


The anthologies represent Tang women poets as a part of the general Tang poetry or within the scope of women’s literary history. Compiled over three centuries, this multifarious assembly of anthologies comprises famous and anonymous editors, individuals and editorial teams working on imperial commission. 


By following the transmission of poems and new poetry entering the corpus in the early modern period, we discover two intertextual connections. Firstly, the textual variances in the transmission of poetry demonstrate that the collections have drawn from each other.  For instance, Quan Tangshi and Lichao guiya derive from Quan Tangshi gaoben.  Shi nüshi served as a base for the following collections: Tongguan yibian, Mingyuan huishi, and Gujin nüshi.


Secondly, following the entrance of new poets into the early modern corpus asserts and expands the connections formed based on the textual variances. Shi nüshi and Tongguan yibian are interconnected along with  Tongguan xinbian. Gujin nüshi and its contemporary Mingyuan shigui recorded poetry initially added to the corpus by Mingyuan huishi. The transmission of new poets supports the theory that Shi nüshi served as a blueprint for Mingyuan huishi and Gujin nüshi, and analogically Quan Tangshi gaoben - for Quan Tangshi and Lichao guiya, and in addition — Tangshi yunhui. 
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105 The Spatialization of Revolutionary Time in Diaries of the Sent-Down Youth





Ms. Shan Windscript 
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Abstract


Between 1968 and the early 1980s, millions of young people in China were relocated from cities to the countryside as a result of Mao’s “Down to the Countryside” campaign. Known as zhiqing, or in English as “sent-down youth,” they were charged with the tasks of socialist self-proletarianization and agricultural transformation. Their experience has often been interpreted within a framework of urban-rural antagonism, with the countryside characterized as a place where urban youth encountered profound alienation. Recent studies have started to draw a more nuanced picture, in which the countryside emerges as a location of scientific opportunities and empowerment for the sent-downers (Schmalzer, 2016). Aiming to enrich and complicate existing literature, this paper, drawing on unpublished zhiqing diaries, revisits the “urban-rural question” and its social-political significance through an exploration of the spatial articulations of revolutionary youth subjectivity. A close analysis of the sources reveals the various ways in which the diarists—despite differences in backgrounds, places of origin, and sent-down locations—sought to construct and position themselves within a Maoist imaginative geography of the “countryside” as modernizing agents of the state. Yet diary-writing exacerbated the contradictions constitutive to the discourse of rural industrialization, rendering the writers’ geographic self-positionings unstable and insecure. Striving to locate the “new socialist countryside” in their everyday writing, the diarists found themselves instead stranded on the “margins” of national politics and time.


 










114 Ironies of a Revolutionary: The Emotional “Turning” of Xie Bingying after the Nationalist Revolution of 1927
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Abstract


The pursuit of individuality is the hallmark of the May Fourth Movement. However, Chinese society experiences an overall shift to the left in the 1920s, meaning that the sole emphasis on personal issues embodies parochialism and that more attention should be given to social changes that are reshaping the whole nation. Communist ideology further enshrines class as the singular meaningful identity and elevates the peasantry and proletariat to an unprecedented height. Among girls trained at the Whampoa Military Academy and participated in the Nationalist Revolution of 1927, Xie Bingying was a particularly dominant presence. The collection of her diaries at the front, titled Congjun riji (War Diary 1929), was well circulated at the time and elicited a considerable response in printed media. Xie joined the Chinese Communist Party after the revolution, but this experience turned to be a pain for her. In her later life, she avoided detailing, and sometimes even denied having, any interactions with communist groups. Applying an affective lens to the analyses of Xie’s autobiographical texts, this research investigates how political interests disciplined women’ private love and Xie’s repeated depiction of emotional struggles. Specifically, it examines how her endeavours to create a familial bond with the working class, the most prominent socialist subject, failed and set her on a different path from the CCP. Attending to the often-neglected complexities of individuals’ emotional life in political activities, this research finally argues that the seemingly “traditional” mother-daughter relationship carves space for this revolutionary's relaxation of emotional effort.








16: Chinese diplomacy and International Relations I


09:00 - 10:30 Tuesday, 7th September, 2021




90 Lips and Teeth: China’s Buffer Thinking toward North Korea
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Abstract


For many decades, scholars and policymakers have typically regarded North Korea as a geopolitical buffer for China, fending off potential US influence and invasion of China from the Korean Peninsula. Chinese Officials also characterize bilateral relations with North Korea as “lips and teeth” at times. However, few works have explored this geopolitical relationship between China and North Korea in depth. What was the Chinese Communist Party's (CCP) early view of Korea? When and under what conditions did the CCP start to view North Korea as a buffer? More importantly, how did such a view affect China’s policy on North Korea? Aiming at filling this research gap, this paper delved into this layer of geopolitical relationship in greater detail. This paper argues that the CCP did not perceive Korea geopolitically in the 1920s–1940s. Though Chinese communists fought against Japan with Korean communists, the prevailing view of the CCP on Korea at that time was minority nationality. China’s buffer view of North Korea emerged in the minds of Chinese communist in a policy debate over the question of whether to save North Korea in the second half of 1950. Examining the explanatory power of China's buffer thinking toward North Korea against competing explanations, this paper contends that it was a critical factor in shaping China’s defense of North Korea in the Korean War, and protecting North Korea diplomatically and militarily in the First North Korean Nuclear Crisis and the Second North Korean Nuclear Crisis.






110 Making Sense of China’s Western Neighbourhood Diplomacy: A Neoclassical Realist Argument
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Abstract


Since the 18th National Congress of the CCP, China’s political discourse on neighbourhood diplomacy has gained traction. In particular, the Western neighbourhood – which, in this work, is limited to the five Central Asian republics – has been considered exceptionally favourable for achieving the country’s strategic goals – that is, consolidating China’s role in its neighbourhood, on the one hand, and establishing closer ties with developing countries, on the other. In a sense, Western neighbourhood diplomacy has provided the theoretical basis for China’s subsequent regional engagement under the “Belt and Road Initiative”. However, this paper argues that, besides systemic calculations, the role of domestic politics should also be taken into account to understand the motivations behind China’s evolving interests in fostering foreign relations beyond Western borders. This study thus maintains via a neoclassical realist argument that China’s Western neighbourhood diplomacy emerged from the combined effect of a rebalancing act against Central Asia’s historical hegemonic powers (i.e., Russia and the United States) and a logic of regime survival, partly driven by a willingness to counter political contestation in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region and partly inspired by a quest to open new export markets and ensure energy security. By evaluating both Innenpolitik and Aussenpolitik motivations, therefore, this paper offers a comprehensive analysis of the making of China’s Western neighbourhood diplomacy, contributing to the literature on China-Central Asia relations and making a case for neoclassical realism as an analytical framework for investigating China’s foreign policy decision-making.
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Abstract


In 2013, Julia Lovell's RHS lecture offered a penetrating overview of Maoist China's elaborate apparatus for the receiving of "foreign guests". Lovell's lecture, and her resulting article, offered an important update to the overviews offered by Paul Hollander and Herbert Passin that were written without the benefit of Chinese archival sources. Lovell's analysis covers the entire period of Mao's governing of China. This paper offers further detailed analysis of a critical decade in the PRC's foreign relations: the era of rapprochement between 1971 and 1978, in which China's relations with the United States and the Western world more broadly were utterly transformed from violent hostility to close collaboration. This paper uses Chinese archival sources from municipal and provincial archives to reveal how these changes were reflected — but also, in part, realised — through changing practices in the reception of American foreign guests in the PRC. Beijing's changing domestic and international priorities caused gradual but fundamental changes in which Americans were invited to China and in what numbers, as well as in what they were shown while in the country and how the PRC internally and externally framed the role of these visits. Chinese archival sources reveal the PRC state's frank internal discussions on how to host Americans in a way that achieved objectives as defined in Beijing. While the Chinese Foreign Ministry Archive's records for this period remain (re)classified, these sources offer one of the few archival vantages into the PRC's most important international relationship of the 1970s.
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6 From Empire to Nation: Historical Reconfiguration Projects in China and Britain (1880-1920)
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Abstract


In the decades around the turn of the twentieth century, intellectuals and politicians in Britain and China faced a very similar situation, as they tried to adapt the imperial realities to which they belonged to the new framework of national-statehood. However, a difficult question arose: how was it possible, from the standpoint of national identity - which emphasised the union and homogeneity of a given people- to imagine a nation that would encompass such disparate territories and human populations?


In this paper, I will analyse two projects that aimed at transforming their respective empires into nation-states: Greater Britain and Greater China. Greater Britain was an intellectual endeavour that intended to merge Britain and its colonies more tightly into a political union and, although it appeared in the 1860s and 1870s, it was during the 1880s, 90s, and 1900s that it became more relevant. The idea of Greater China, on the other hand, included various projects for integrating and assimilating the peripheries of the Qing Empire -fundamentally Tibet, Mongolia, Xinjiang, and Manchuria- and their populations into the Chinese nation-state that were developed by Han scholars and intellectuals from the 1890s to the 1920s.


By comparing the historical development and ultimate outcome of these two strategies (which involved an enormous process of historical reinterpretation) I aim at shedding new light on how the Qing territorial possessions were transformed into part of the ‘Chinese’ national territory, whereas Britain was not capable of producing the same kind of transformation out of its colonies.






87 Matteo Ricci's Cosmology and Centreless World Picture
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Abstract


The introduction of Western cosmology into the Chinese Empire was one of the priorities of Matteo Ricci's missionary works in China. To this end, Ricci produced a centreless spherical world picture based upon Aristotelian-Scholastic cosmology, demonstrating the incongruity of the sinocentric tian yuan di fang cosmology. More importantly, Ricci's 1602 world map Kunyu wanguo quantu also vividly illustrates the cosmological principles central to the Jesuit Order in conformity with Christopher Clavius's treatises.


Ricci's world maps offered the Chinese people a new cosmological model in light of which they could forge an understanding of the cosmos from a completely different perspective, paving the way for the evangelisation of the Chinese people and, more crucially, to the birth of a global cosmological imagery. By considering the 1602 map as a cosmological image and contextualising it within the sociocultural background of late Ming intellectual history, this paper aims to explore how Ricci conveyed and adjusted European cosmology for a Chinese audience through his cartographic works, reinterpreting its symbolic meaning and reshaping the goals of his mission. Taking Ricci as an example, this paper intends to reexamine the introduction of Jesuit cosmology and worldview from a wider perspective of intellectual history and art history.






99 Revisiting the railway issue in the Revision of the Treaty of Tianjin between Britain and China, 1867-1870





Yanli Xie 
University College Dublin, Dublin, Ireland



Abstract


The Revision of the Treaty of Tianjin between Britain and China was a watershed moment in their relations in the mid-nineteenth century, as Chinese officials, British diplomats and merchants, and others considered whether to introduce the railways into China. Though the idea of adding a railway provision was put aside eventually from the revised treaty, a significant amount of attention had been paid to the matter and can be seen from correspondences and memorandums between interested parties. Few studies have focused on the railway issue discussed during the Revision, but this paper seeks to add to an understanding of the process of introducing railways into China. It examines why the railway issue was broached, how it was deliberated, and why the British Minister to China opposed imposing the matter on the Chinese government on behalf of British merchants. Two intertwined contradictions complicated the railway issue: firstly, the contradiction between British merchants’ desire to maximise commercial interests and the Qing government’s attempts to limit the expansion of British influence in China; and secondly, the contradiction between British diplomats as protectors of British interests and as promoters of the ‘co-operative policy.’ An apparent disparity in understanding the railway issue existed between British and Chinese officials and between British officials and merchants in China. Their discussions during the Revision negotiations posited the issue as not simply a technological matter but an essential instrument of expanding the British political and economic influence and initiating social and cultural changes in China.
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138 The New Female Subject in Dating Shows and the Resurgence of Matchmaking Tradition
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Abstract






Dating shows have become a staple of reality television programming in China, garnering huge audiences and attracting enthusiasm and condemnation in equal measure. Dating shows in post-2010 are shaped by large enterprises, financial interests of dating websites, conspicuous consumerism, and celebrity culture. Since 2016, a new format of dating show – Chinese Dating with the Parents (CDWP) was premiered which was identifiable by the traditional features such as the presence of family members on the set and advice given by parents to select or evaluate potential matches. Scholars argue that the transformation in dating shows’ format reflects an interest in reinventing Chinese matchmaking traditions, which reinforces matchmaking as still a family affair.


Female candidates in CDWP are represented as postfeminist subjects who are already emancipated and empowered, beyond gendered politics. The paper explores how the telling and performance of the female subjectivity are circumscribed by gender, family relation, dating activities, and the commitment to broader policies, and how the gendered texts are deconstructed and unravelled by female audiences. The paper asks: How are reality dating shows reshaping understandings of intimate relationships, and how are they contributing to new understandings of gender and female subjectivity? Drawing upon in-depth interviews with 22 female audiences in Xi’an and “text-in-action” viewing sessionsto record live moments of television reception, the paper seeks to explore an emerging and distinctive Chinese postfeminist sensibility and contributes to research on women on television, mediated intimacy, and more generally to literature on the global interrogation of how postfeminism and neoliberalism are lived.
















139 ‘Feminist’ as a problematic tag: young Chinese women distancing themselves from a feminist identity and the rising feminist zeal
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Abstract


With increasingly visible online discussions of feminism globally, China seems to usher in a period of avowing feminism. This paper discusses the preliminary findings of a qualitative doctoral study of young Chinese women’s attitudes towards feminism which found a more complicated picture. Based on forty online interviews, this paper particularly discusses the reasons why young Chinese women shunned a feminist identity in an era with a seemingly rising feminist zeal. Research participants shared their awareness of gender inequality; however, many were reluctant to self-identify as a feminist. To situate their accounts, this paper will firstly talk about the problems of feminist identity in Chinese history since Mao’s era (1949-1976). Secondly, it will explore the awakening gender awareness in contemporary China with the theoretical framework of postfeminism, popular feminism, and neoliberal feminism. Finally, it will show some initial findings from my fieldwork. I will identify some of the reasons participants dis-identified with the identity of feminist. These include the risk of becoming a ‘man hater’; the mistake of giving women privileges; the possibility of losing friends; the conflicts between sexual desire in a heterosexual relationship and a feminist identity; and the clash with paternalism in the family. This paper hopes to expand discussions of rejecting feminism after the second-wave feminism in the West through a similar phenomenon in China where has a different history of encouraging women to denounce gender inequality. It also aims at detecting the complexity of entangled interrelations between postfeminism, popular feminism, and neoliberal feminism.






140 Inner and Outer Beauty: Exploring Female Beauty in Contemporary China
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Abstract


Since the Chinese economic reform in 1979, Chinese society has experienced an economic and social shift where people’s attitudes toward female beauty have changed dramatically. This project sampled 20 Chinese women aged between 18 to 25 living in Beijing and utilised an innovative mixed-methodological approach to include interviews and diaries to explore young Chinese women’s understanding of female beauty and how female beauty is constructed by my participants in the ways they discuss themselves and others. Their understanding of female beauty is not limited to a concept of outer beauty but also includes the concept of inner beauty and qizhi. I argue that inner and outer beauty are inseparable concepts to understanding Chinese female beauty. Moreover, this paper aims to identify and explore the concept of inner beauty regarding its findings and existing literature. Through a critical reflection on the existing literature, I argue that Western beauty culture studies primarily focus on outer beauty (the body) and that the concept of inner beauty is rarely identified and explored. Inner beauty is an important Chinese cultural concept that differs from the majority of Western conceptualisations of female beauty within feminist literature. The crucial intervention of this paper is to draw attention to the importance of the concept of inner beauty as a way of broadening our understanding of beauty culture from different cultural perspectives and to avoid a binary framework in the hope of stimulating and facilitating further research. 
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153 Law in the Genealogy of Social Credit in China
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Abstract


From a legal perspective, the Social Credit System (SCS) is a comprehensive strategy to spur compliance with contracts and laws by involving actors beyond the enforcing agency. This work searches for the role of law in the idea history of social credit in China since the 70s. We find that firstly, as the formation of a financial credit system coincided with China’s move to counter rampant contractual fraud, counterfeiting and other problems below the threshold of crime, early designers promoted the SCS to combine law compliance records with the financial credit system’s logic of reputation. Thereby the state could ensure that the law’s normative content rather than market-derived factors determine ‘trustworthiness’. This solution was welcomed by scholars and politicians alike as flexible relief and add-on to otherwise expensive and static law. Secondly, it was courts which first piloted now-termed SCS signature elements such as reputation sanctions via blacklists and joint agency disciplining to solve the perpetual problem of unenforced judicial decisions. Their success in the judicial realm prompted SCS planners to provide for their application in all other areas. Both dimensions, the incorporation of legal compliance into the reputation-based credit system and the pioneering role of courts in applying sanctions for trust-breaking help explain how the SCS strengthens the role of law and legal institutions in one particular direction – enhancing enforcement –  contributing to transforming their role from what Sida Liu (2020) has described as a bird in the cage to the cage itself.






154 Economic growth with the help of the SCS: China’s Social Credit System from an economic rationale
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Abstract


The establishment of China’s Social Credit System (SCS) is embedded in the context of the ever so prominent global perception of deteriorating trust levels. More specifically, China’s rapid economic development since the reform- and opening up period has eroded social norms and institutions in China and created new challenges. In the midst of this self-attested ‘trust crisis’ with manifold political, societal and economic structural problems, the Chinese government has initiated the setup of the SCS in 2014. This socio-technical system aims to rebuild trust across society, business, government and judiciary. 


 


This paper sheds light on the often overlooked economic rationale behind the establishment of the SCS. Within this rationale, it was established, first, as a tool for financialization. By assessing social and financial creditworthiness, the SCS expands access to capital for China’s un- and under-banked entities, hence exploiting potentials in domestic investment and consumption. Second, the system is designed as a mechanism for macroeconomic adjustments and market oversight. As such, it aims to reduce market irregularities connected to asymmetric information. Third, the SCS works as a substitute for the loss of significance of the traditional Chinese way to establish trust via guanxi (reciprocal personal relationships). As this approach requires personal face-to-face interactions, it has been weakened by the fast economic development, urbanization and modernization since the reform and opening period. 


Put together, the SCS ultimately sets out to correct the imperfections of Chinese markets by reducing transaction costs with the long-term goal of spurring further economic performance and wealth.










155 Trust Begets Trust: Envisioning China’s Social Credit System
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Abstract


In China as in many other countries, commentaries on a perceived “trust crisis” are found in scholarly debate, social media memes and even in official media. A long list of scandals have captured the public’s imagination triggered intense public and political soul-searching. The perception of a “trust crisis” matters, because trust matters. Trust has been labelled as both the glue that simultaneously binds society together, as well as the lubricant that facilitates relationships between social actors.


Given this importance, it is hardly surprising that the Chinese Communist Party has made the creation and delineation of trust a cornerstone of its moral agenda. This can be seen most clearly in the CCP’s designation of chengxin (trustworthiness) as a core socialist value and its subsequent promotion through a variety of initiatives. The determination of whom can or should be trusted is a distinctly moral act, one that is tightly bound up in the CCP’s legitimacy-making project.


Against a broader backdrop of informatisation and smart governance, one tool that has been applied to the issue of trust is China’s ‘Social Credit System’. This paper will chart how the logic and mechanics of the SCS were appropriated and expanded dramatically through the 2000s in an attempt to solve the ‘problem of trust’ across society, fusing neoliberal institutional economics, futurist visions of technological revolution, cybernetic dreams of behavioural modelling and traditional ‘Confucian’ values, as well as a guiding ideology that forefronts the CCP at the heart of its design and implementation.
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24 Gender-Sound in Wonderland: Zhao Yuanren’s Homophonous and Nonsensical Pronouns
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Abstract


While the introduction of gendered third person pronouns in written Chinese has been hailed as one of the seismic linguistic shifts of May Fourth (Liu 1995; Huang 2013), little attention has been paid to the specific ways in which the new pronouns were actively promoted or quietly subverted by writers of the period. This paper explores pronominal playfulness in Zhao Yuanren’s 1922 translation of Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, setting it against the Textbook for the National Language Records that Zhao was writing concurrently for the Ministry of Education. While one book was among the first full-length fictional works to feature new gendered pronouns, the other became a cornerstone of efforts to standardize the national language. Through this juxtaposition, Zhao’s Alice emerges as a space of tension, a scientific and pedagogical tool on the one hand, and a literary project interrogating the very limits and rationality of the national language movement on the other. The translated text engages in a demonstration of the literary and linguistic potential of new pronouns, only to proceed to tear them to shreds, nodding to ongoing debates on gendered pronouns as sexist, to the relationship between vernacular and classical languages, and to the limits of building a national language and pronunciation from the ground up. For Zhao, this ambivalence constituted perhaps the most supreme hat tip to Carrollian nonsense of all, and– through translation and literature – helps shed new light on reformers’ views of the limits of linguistic policies in early 1920s China.










79 Sound and Sense: Phonology, Poetry, and Human Difference in late Ming China





Professor Leigh Jenco 
London School of Economics, London, United Kingdom



Abstract


In this essay I examine the overlooked connections between Wang Yangming learning and philological, text-critical scholarship in the late Ming.  I focus in particular on phonological works by Yang Shen 楊慎 (1488–1559) and Chen Di 陳第 (1541–1617), which are recognized for being the first in imperial China to understand sound as changing in a specific way through time. These works were later heralded as paragons of proto-scientific empiricism by Qing scholars, who praised them for breaking from speculative moral neo-Confucian philosophy to pursue evidence-based historical scholarship. I argue, however, that such scholarship was both motivated, and made possible, by the authors' commitment to the very neo-Confucian philosophy presumed to contradict their scientific approach.  I show it was in fact a commitment to an ideal of virtue as embodied and responsive to context, upheld by the late Ming neo-Confucian philosopher Wang Yangming and his followers, that inspired Chen and his interlocutors to recognize historical and phonological differences. I trace specifically how Yang's and Chen's experiences of travel on the Ming frontiers (Yang in Yunnan, Chen in Taiwan) are linked to their recognition of a diversity of (historical) sound and poetic quality across time, which parallels and mutually enriches their reflections about the validity of (cultural) difference across space.  






88 Sinitic Topolects in the Era of Modern Colonialism: Debating Indigeneity through Fangyan in the Sinophone World, 1910s-1940s
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Abstract


“Topolect” is Victor Mair’s translation of fangyan (方言). In historical and present-day East Asia, topolect denotes the language of a locale in a Sinocentric world that presumes the existence of a center that represents the linguistic and cultural standard. In the twentieth century, the locale-center dichotomy implied in “topolect” intermingled with modern conceptions of colonialism and imperialism, which were also based on differentiations between an imperial center and peripheries. In the first half of the twentieth century, debates over the value of topolects in the modern era, especially vis-à-vis standard national languages, often asserted the importance of preserving indigeneity and the inherent right to use one’s native tongue. In this period, advocacy for topolect usage and literacy reflected an anti-colonial consciousness that resisted the destruction of local languages and cultures by “standard” languages that hailed from an imperial or national center. In Japan-occupied Taiwan, anti-colonialists resisted Japan-imposed cultural genocide by developing writing systems and literature that represented Taiwanese topolects, especially Hoklo. In mainland China, socialists portrayed the hegemony of Beijing-based modern standard Mandarin as a form of imperialism and promoted topolect literacy. In Guangdong and Hong Kong, topolect activists wrote Cantonese literature to preserve an indigenous Cantonese identity that was threatened by Chinese nationalism and British imperialism. This paper explores how modern understandings of indigeneity affected debates over topolects in the Sinophone world and the changing perceptions of topolects in the era of colonialism. 
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62 Disobedient Children, Situational Filiality:Negotiating Generational in Republican Legal Reforms, 1911-1949





Shumeng Han1, Xiangyi Ren2 
1University of California San Diego (UCSD), La Jolla, USA. 2University of Chicago, Chicago, USA



Abstract


Whether Republican legal reforms brought successful legal transformation in China remains a debated topic, and less attention is paid to the dynamic of filial piety which constituted the fundamental nature of the Qing law and governance. By examining the county-level judiciary documents from Jiangjin County, Sichuan, this research traces the transformation of the meanings of filial piety during Republican legal reform. Before the Republican era, filial piety remained a largely universal virtue that reconciled filiality to parents with loyalty to Emperor and legality in the Confucian ideal. However, this largely integrated principle ramified into different varieties as nation-state building disintegrated the state-family continuum and as legal reforms de-Confucianized the legal system. Informed by new sources of knowledge, these varieties then grew into four new interpretations of social and legal relations, with each bearing part of the original meaning of the imperial filial piety. Such ramification and recreation of the imperial filial piety were realized in legal practice through negotiations and struggles among actors involved. The meaning of filial piety in use was thus situational, depended on available knowledge structured by legal reforms, nation-state building, and local particularities. The result of this process was not one product of filial piety but a spectrum of situational filial pieties. Eventually, this article concludes that the imperial filial piety is mutually constitutive with the seemingly contradictory conceptions, such as legal equality and individualism. Moreover, theoretically, the situationality of filial pieties also implies the insufficiency of dichotomizing the Chinese and the Western. 






69 The Confucian Freud: Psychoanalysis, Dai Bingham, and Transcultural Reasoning
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Abstract


Through the biography of Dai Bingham (1899–1996), this paper seeks to answer the following questions: why would a foreign system of ideas such as psychoanalysis gain a foothold in modern China? In the absence of a professional network, in what ways was psychoanalysis practiced in institutional settings? What are the epistemological overlaps between Chinese humanistic philosophy and psychotherapy? Born in Fujian, Dai received his doctorate at the University of Chicago in 1937, practiced psychotherapy at Peking Union Medical College from 1935 to 1939, and worked in the psychiatry department at Duke University from 1943 until his retirement in 1969. In the 1920s, Dai’s interest in psychodynamics was crystalized against the backdrop of two concurrent trends: the rise of New Confucianism in China and the turn toward social structural explanations among the neo-Freudian theorists. In 1930s Beijing, Dai not only carried out free association, transference, and dream analysis with his patients, but he also trained an entire generation of medical staff in these psychoanalytic techniques that accounted for, rather than neglected, Chinese cultural factors. In North Carolina, Dai sharpened two linchpin concepts of his clinical approach: the primary self and patient-centered therapy. He fashioned a transcultural style of therapy that integrated the Confucian insight that humans are by nature equipped with the virtue of ren (benevolence) and the Daoist doctrine of wuwei (an inexertion state of mind). This paper challenges the idea that Western psychiatric systems have historically been incompatible with Chinese notions of care, selfhood, and human development.






91 The Big Mist: Online Civic Engagement in Chinese Environmental Politics
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Abstract


In January 2013 when Beijing was shrouded under a toxic haze and air pollution reached an alarming level that was hazardous to human health, Gao Ling initiated an air pollution project on the internet, entitled The Big Mist. The project provides an open space where members of the public are invited to share photographs to disseminate their concerns about environmental issues through social media, such as Facebook, Douban and Weibo. The photos are collected from all over the world, including Beijing, Hong Kong, Kathmandu, Berlin, London and Madrid. Some photographs reflect worsening air pollution, while others show participants’ performances that respond to the terrible conditions of the environment in a playful, anonymous and silent way. With a specific focus on The Big Mist, which has not previously been the subject of much academic study, this paper examines how Gao utilises digital space to foster public participation in environmental discourse. The existing literature on online public engagement in a green public sphere has revealed the rise of ordinary Chinese citizens’ involvement in online forums for discussions on environmental issues. Despite the surveillance of the state, digital transformations have enabled grassroots communities to engage in environmental politics, ranging from radical complaints to non-confrontational dissent. This paper extends this analysis by applying Guobin Yang and Craig Calhoun’s notion of the Chinese green public sphere to argue that the focal artwork empowers public discourse on environmental politics in a virtual public space.
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55 Paul Kennedy in China:Reading and Re-Reading The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers
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Abstract


Published in 1987, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers by historian Paul Kennedy garnered much attention from academics and was one of a few scholarly books that became a bestseller in the non-scholarly community. The reading and re-reading of The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers may be contextualized in the sociopolitical dynamics of surging Chinese nationalism and the scholarly need to interpret and explain how China’s rise can be peaceful as per the official claim. By selecting parts of Kennedy’s book that appear most relevant to China’s own historical trajectory, Chinese scholars have attempted to mix and match similarities and positive attributes. A nation interrupted in its path to greatness by foreign imperialism, China, at least in their formulation, will not inflict suffering and victimize other nations in its rise to great-power status. The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers has also presented Chinese readers with policy prescriptions and intensified the debate on China’s future model of development, even though they appear interested in knowing only half the story as their country’s upward trajectory of power continues. The aims of this paper are modest. It first describes Kennedy’s interpretation of Chinese power and then discusses how Chinese scholars have referred to the book in making their own arguments about China’s rise and fall. The paper will conclude with reflections on the “peaceful rise of China” narrative as suggested by Chinese uses of the book.
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Abstract





The year of 2021 marks the 50th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) entrance to the United Nations (UN). In this period, China’s role in the organization has greatly evolved from a bystander to an active actor. This change, however, is rather recent: in 2015, while addressing the United Nations General Assembly, Xi Jinping stated that his country was ready to perform the role of a responsible power and share the burden of providing public goods. He pledged to inaugurate a new phase of increased commitment to the UN by reinforcing funding and engaging more actively in negotiations.


 


This article aims to provide an overview of Chinese participation in the UN in the last 50 years and identify how the country has been taking a leadership role since it publicized its renewed engagement. We are going to focus on one of the UN pillars in which China has been most reluctant in leading: international security. For that, we will analyse PRC’s participation in the United Nations Security Council, which bears the main responsibility in maintaining international peace and security. Traditionally, the Chinese government has avoided to guide negotiations in the Council, being only vocal about defending its core principles, such as the centrality of sovereignty. However, recently, China has shown some changes in this position. Our goal is to identify some the main trends of these changes, highlighting the country’s priorities, strategies and policies in the Security Council.  

















107 The great powers’ competition in Central America: The response of the U.S. to Chinese activities in the region





M.A. Zdenek Rod 
West Bohemia University in Pilsen, Department of International Relations and Political Science, Pilsen, Czech Republic



Abstract


Recent scholarship has argued that PRC is paving its way into C.A., which is considered the U.S. strategic area of interest. As the current evidence suggests, the great power competition between the U.S. and PRC is going to occur in C.A. PRC is not solely interested in seeking the business interest, but in the political one too. In the past few years, Panama and El Salvador dismantled their diplomatic ties with Taiwan and recognized PRC instead. The U.S. ought to react to the PRC’s initiatives to preserve its role. Yet it remains unclear whether the U.S. seeks to use its foreign policy tools to counterbalance PRC in C.A. or not. On this condition, what kind of policy tools would the U.S. adopt? This paper seeks to fill this void by analysing what form of policy tools the U.S. applies toward its Taiwanese allies to maintain its position in those countries and to respond to the Chinese recent activities. The empirical part of the paper analyses Chinese activities in the chosen states (Nicaragua, Belize, Guatemala, Honduras) and the subsequent response of the U.S. in the form of three existing types of foreign policy tools (military, economic, diplomatic). The paper concludes that although the U.S. uses its policy tools to react to China, there are certain limitations in its approach.
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50 "Good Wood on Crowdpleasers": Defenders of Humour Publications in the Mid-Late Ming





Ms Elizabeth Smith Rosser 
University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom. University of Glasgow (Research Assistant), Glasgow, United Kingdom



Abstract


The mid to late Ming period was the stage to a huge proliferation in humour and joke publications. As part of a wider thesis which intends to situate this phenomenon within concurrent trends on the intellectual landscape, this paper focuses in on publications such as leishu 類書 and other forms of compiled collection in which the humour section comprises just one or a few sections. Humour categories were included in a wide variety of publications with professed purposes as diverse as chronologically ordered histories, civil service skill guides and literary quotation collections. These publications were consumed by a literate public who did so not just for their humorous content, as would be the case for standalone collections. This aspect appears to have caused a great deal of anxiety for the men who compiled them. Taking the authorial prefaces and other paratextual material as its focus, this paper looks at the strategies used to present and “sell” humour and jokes to a sceptical public. As the paper demonstrates through close textual analysis, compilers goto great lengths to justify its inclusion, almost to the point of defensiveness. From this attitude it is possible to infer wider prejudices against the acceptability of humour and joking within such contexts. Through this it is possible to pinpoint a juncture in changes in currents of thought and interpret joke and humour publications as a battleground upon which the playing out of a variety of Ming ideological conflicts may be clearly observed.










61 Negotiating Art and Commerce in William Alexander's Images of Eighteenth-Century China





Ms Wenqi Zhu 
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, Hong Kong



Abstract


The period 1790-1830 was a golden age for English illustrated books, during which a large quantity of color printed images was produced to record the new information and data that the nation amassed through scientific expeditions, maritime trade, diplomatic exchanges, and intercontinental travel. This paper aims to examine three books on Qing China by William Alexander, English watercolorist and official draughtsman to the Macartney Embassy to Beijing, 1792-1794: An Authentic Account of the Embassy from the King of Great Britain to the Emperor of China (1798), The Costume of China (1805), and Picturesque Representation of the Dress and Manners of the Chinese (1814). As a watershed event in the history of Sino-British relations, this diplomatic mission forever changed Western imagination of China since Marco Polo's age with its eyewitness accounts of the people, life, and society under Emperor Qianlong 's Reign. Derived from a rich repertoire of onsite sketches and drawings, Alexander's books showed a more comprehensive and realistic portrayal of the country with new images of Chinese costume and customs, landscape, architecture, and science and technology. Meanwhile, they grew out of a dynamic cultural scene where new artistic forms and genres were developed to accommodate a rising middle-class society. By examining these books within a larger culture of book reading and collecting in Georgian Britain, this paper argues that Alexander negotiated artistic independence, commercial benefits, and publisher's agenda in order to meet the different needs, interests, and expectations of an urban based elite audience.        






142 一半在古昔，一半在异域：周作人的中日食文化观 Half as foreign land，half as the past: Zhou Zuoren's view of China and Japan's culinary cultures.





Mr Zhentian Xie 
University of St Andrews, St Andrews, United Kingdom



Abstract


‘No Chinese intellectual other than Zhou Zuoren had such close relationship with Japan and Japanese cultural', said by Japanese sinologist Kiyama hideo. The early 20th century Chinese students in Japan was an extremely complex group. Many of them have expirenced a rapid reshaping of East Asian geopolitical order and a total reversal of the balance of power between China and Japan.They were usually patriots in their early years but also heavily impressed by Japan's successful restoration. Zhou Zuoren was undoubtedly a typical member among them.However,Zhou's understanding of Japanese culture and Pan-Asianist ideology make him an unique figure. A usually underestimated angle which reflected Zhou Zuoren’s attitude towards Japan and pan-Asianism was his views on culinary culture. Probably influenced by Goto Asataro’s folklore and Aoki Masaru’s proto Mebutsu study, Zhou was one of the few 20th century Chinese scholars who had shown great interest on Japanese cuisine. In Zhou's opinion, Japanese and Chinese ways of cooking and eating shared a 'hazy beauty' that the westerners can never truely understnad. This paper will examine how Zhou Zuoren expressed his view on an ideal Sino-Japanese relaitonship through his discussion on two countries' culinary cultures. By comparing China and Japan's teaism, snacks and cooking styles, Zhou suggested that the relationship between the two cultures at his time should be like that of Greece and Rome. For Zhou, Japan represented China's glorious past, as well as an alternative path for the future of an East Asian civilization.
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41 Disputed Borders and Legal Pluralism in China's Southwestern Borderlands, 1900s-1930s





Eric Vanden Bussche 
The University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan



Abstract


This paper sheds new light on the relationship between legal institutions and colonial rivalries along China’s peripheries by examining the pluralistic legal practices in the Sino-Burmese borderlands between the 1900s and 1930s. Throughout this period, Chinese authorities in Yunnan province and British colonial officials in Upper Burma held periodic meetings to jointly adjudicate legal cases arising from cross-border disputes and crimes by drawing on local customs and rules. The origins of these periodic meetings can be traced to concerns over rising tensions between local ethnic groups in the disputed Sino-Burmese border region during the early twentieth century. Although this practice survived the collapse of the Qing dynasty in China in 1911 and persisted until the late 1930s, the Chinese and the British had to regularly negotiate adjustments to this pluralistic legal system to adapt it to the changing nature of their rule. Indigenous responses to British colonialism and Chinese state-building efforts also played a pivotal role in reshaping these legal practices. Drawing on Chinese, Taiwanese, and British archival sources, this paper has three objectives. First, it investigates how this pluralistic legal system influenced state-building efforts along one of China’s most ethnically diverse borderlands. Second, it analyzes how legal practices transformed the relationship between the border populations, British colonial agents, and Chinese state officials. Third, this paper emphasizes the wider implications and the legacy of these legal practices in the conceptualization of the Chinese nation-state as well as its place in Chinese legal history.






103 Innocence vs Subterfuge: Online Islamophobic Narratives towards Hui and Uyghurs in China





Dr Ying Miao 
Aston University, Birmingham, United Kingdom



Abstract


This paper examines the recent rise of Islamophobic narratives in the Chinese cyberspace, especially in the context of the renewed emphasis for the Sinicisation of Islam in the official narrative. Bolstered by official policies, Islamophobia have become increasingly salient online in the last few years with the central idea that Muslims in China have to pick sides: they must either be Sinicised or Arabised, with the former choice denoting peaceful integration, and the latter choice signalling sinister associations with extremism.


Using content analysis of social media headline articles, this paper presents a nuanced exploration of how key Islamophobic actors in the Chinese cyberspace construct a ‘victims and villains’ narrative towards different Muslim populations and cultures in China. The Uyghurs, at risk of being ‘socialised into extremism’, are portrayed as innocent and deceived victims lacking in agency, who can be ‘awakened’ and ‘saved’ through Sinicisation; whereas the Hui are often portrayed as a cunning and deceitful group, banding together to oppress the Han and taking advantage of religious affirmation policies thus undermining ethnic harmony. These narratives are often subsumed in the official narrative calling for ethnic loyalty to the Chinese nation, where non-Sinicised Muslims are branded as traitors, thus legitimising Islamophobia in the process. Such  grassroot Islamophobic narratives present a unique challenge to the Chinese Party-state as they both legitimises state-sponsored autocratic control in Muslim regions, but could also potentially bring destabilisation to an already fragile ethnic relationship between Muslim minorities and the Han majority.














128 Shamate and Sanhe Legends: Resistance of Second-generation Migrant Workers in Digital China





Dr Linzhi Zhang 
The Courtauld Institute of Art, London, United Kingdom



Abstract


Two subcultures among second-generation migrant workers, regarded as eccentric and deviant, recently became media sensations in China. Shamate challenge mainstream aesthetics by their outlandish hairstyles, while Sanhe Legends despise the prevailing work ethic and prefer to “work for a day, party for three”. Dismissing normative narratives, this article considers both subcultures to be forms of resistance to the “global labour regime” (Chan and Pun 2010) embodied by Chinese factories. The resistance is clear among Sanhe youths who would rather sleep on the streets than work in factories. Shamate are not known for their work attitudes but their hairstyles are incompatible with factory disciplines. They often must give up factory jobs to be “true” Shamate, not imposters who wear wigs that can be taken off. Shamate and Sanhe youths, having entered factories in their teens as second-generation migrant workers, decide to rebel the hardly promising but seemingly the only career path which their parents can lead them to. Although career prospects remain dim for them, they have found comfort or even a sense of belonging through virtual communities. Drawing upon ethnographic documentaries and published reports on Shamate and Sanhe Legends, this article reveals the resistance and resolution of second-generation migrant workers in digital China. I argue here for an interdisciplinary framework, which integrates insights from youth culture studies and the network society (Castells 1996; Qiu 2018). By so doing, this article enriches our understanding of second-generation migrant workers beyond the paradigm of “unfinished proletarianization” (Pun and Liu 2010).  
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39 ‘The Beachcomber Question’: The Public Discourse of European Sailors in early twentieth-century Hong Kong





Dr. Vivian Kong 
University of Bristol, Bristol, United Kingdom



Abstract






In December 1904, three Europeans were charged in Hong Kong with piracy and the murder of a Chinese boatwoman and her 16-year-old daughter by throwing them into the sea. Deemed as ‘one of the most outrageous crimes’ in the history of the colony, the case sparked a heated public discussion about the ‘beachcomber question’ – the arrival of ‘undesirable’ destitute, European seamen – in Hong Kong. Journalists, readers, and government officials had proposed different solutions to the issue. Their highly mobile, impoverished nature made them a ‘nuisance’ in the eyes of many; but equally troubling to the English-language reading public was the ways in which their presence eroded white prestige in the colony. As they debated which measures would best help Hong Kong manage this perceived social problem, they were aware that this phenomenon was hardly unique to Hong Kong, but one that also frustrated the ports of Shanghai, Singapore, and – to a much lesser degree – Manila. This paper draws on their discussion to illuminate how ideas of white supremacy shaped the social perception of sailors in early twentieth-century Hong Kong, and more widely, urban East Asia. It will also explore how reading publics in Asia turned to their counterparts in neighboring port cities for ideas and knowledge about governing and assisting these destitute subjects.






124 The 1926 Shantou Native Customs Renationalisation and the Safe Anti-Imperialism of the Nationalists





Miss Yiran Zhang 
Queen's University Belfast, Belfast, United Kingdom



Abstract


This paper investigates the role that the Native Customs played during the period of rising nationalism, through analysing the renationalisation of the foreign-controlled Shantou Native Customs. Previous scholarship has depicted the broader context of nationalistic politics after 1911, and has emphasised the crisis experienced by the Maritime Customs, an institution that was largely dominated by westerners mostly British, although the importance of the Native Customs under the Maritime Customs’ administration has been underestimated. 


This paper argues that anti-Maritime Customs movements were largely confined to political propaganda rather than yielding substantive change while the Native Customs, which had a weaker connection to foreign establishments, provided a possibility of putting the campaign of recovering Customs sovereignty for China into action without directly confronting the imperialist powers. Launched by the Nationalists in Canton, the renationalisation was a continuation of Cantons’ struggle for the revenue surplus, a consequence of the anti-British movements, while also being an aspect of Canton’s preparation for its Northern Expedition against the Beiyang Government in Beijing. Through seizing the Shantou Native Customs as a means of demanding money, while simultaneously propagandising the renationalisation as a patriotic movement, Canton acquired both practical and ideological advantages over the north. Canton’s choice of the Native Customs as opposed to the Maritime Customs exemplified the priority of anti-north action, as well as anti-imperialism’s conservativeness. Ultimately, the primary driver was anti-northern pragmatism, for which anti-imperialism provided a convenient political justification. The campaign promoted by the Nationalists was a ‘safe’ anti-imperialism.






143 “Hideously Embarrassing Circumstances”: Metropolitan-Cammell and the Kowloon-Canton Railway in Hong Kong, 1978-81





Mr Adonis Li 
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, Hong Kong



Abstract


In the 1970s, the Hong Kong government decided to electrify its section of the Kowloon-Canton Railway (KCR). Electric trains had to be procured, and specifications were drawn up with Birmingham-based manufacturer Metropolitan-Cammell in mind. At the same time, China had just begun the opening-up of its economy. Britain and China had increased commercial and science/technology contacts, including trips made by railway officials and engineers between the two countries. British and colonial officials were adamant that success for Metropolitan-Cammell in Hong Kong would lead to railway business in China. The British government therefore heavily subsidised the firm’s bid, citing potential railway business in China as a key reason to use public money on a private firm. The company was able to win the contract ahead of Japanese and European competition.


This paper examines British involvement in Hong Kong railway development, and how this was used as a means of securing business in China. Using Metropolitan-Cammell as a case study, I explore the development of British interest in Chinese railway development, and how Hong Kong was used to try and secure Chinese business. I show how this late vestige of British imperialism was intertwined with commercial interests beyond imperial borders. I examine how the hope for business in China and the fear of Japanese competition affected policies in Hong Kong, and how this caused tensions between London and the colony, impinging on Hong Kong’s commercial autonomy.
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15 Reproductive Transgression in Modern China: a Case Study based on Unwed Mothers





Dr Biye Gao 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China



Abstract


Unmarried mothers in China are stigmatised due to their transgression of sexuality and social morality. This stigma is reinforced by the Birth Planning Regulation that regulates unmarried mothers’ births as illegitimate and confiscates a social compensation fee. My paper, based on interviews with unmarried mothers, uncover how they make the choice of reproductive transgression and deal with the stigma and economic difficulty following from the choice. Through drawing upon Nussbaum’s theory on shame and law, this article proposes that the birth planning regulation should be reformed to destigmatise and protect unmarried mothers, instead of accommodating to the social morality which degrades and shames them. This article concludes by calling for a change of the Birth Planning Regulation in China to grant single women the same reproductive rights as married women.










83 Women’s Everyday Experiences in Modernised China - One country, multiple stories





Miss Yunyan Li 
University of Bristol, Bristol, United Kingdom



Abstract


By drawing on 70 semi-structured interviews with women living in the urban and rural areas, this paper explores the support and challenge for women to achieve work-life balance. This paper has developed a holistic “human dignity” framework investigating women’s autonomy and mutuality at home, the workplace, and in a broader social context. With limited public assistance and social services in care provision, the younger generation continuously relies on financial and physical support from the older generation. Family supports have reinforced an ambiguous boundary between nuclear and extended family, which implies a prolonged dependence on the older generations and more compromise for women to negotiate an independent household. Meanwhile, under Communist governance, the Chinese welfare system continuously produces the labour market divide in the public and private sectors. The labour market in the public sector still features better welfare benefits, employment stability, and regular working hours. Women in the private sector face more instability and uncertainty in guaranteeing their rights, which leads to higher possibilities of withdrawal from the labour market and more incompatibility between care responsibilities and career development. In both family and workplace, these transforming institutional and social dynamics have reshaped different forms of tensions and contradiction for women to achieve work-life balance and to secure equal career development with social security. These findings portray the variations of women’s lived experiences in achieving work-life balance and highlight the disjuncture between transitional gender policy paradigms and everyday practices in contemporary China.










119 Young Urban Educated Women’s Perceptions of Fertility under the Universal Two-Child Policy.





Miss Xiaowan Cang 
University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom



Abstract


The Universal Two-Child Policy has not achieved satisfactory effects in increasing the fertility rate since 2016. Based on 37 interviews with young urban educated women in Shandong, the target recipients of the policy, this study firstly finds dual effects of the legacy of the One-Child Policy on their fertility intentions. On the one hand, the history of coercive policy implementations has left them discontent and distrustful of population control policies. Young women have recognised the sanctity, dignity and freedom of reproductive choices, rather than being utilised by the state for economic purposes. On the other hand, they have internalised the ideal one-child family norm and identified with their singleton privileges. Only-child women have benefited from concentrated family resources and would like to continue this pattern. The transition to the two-child policy is a sharp reversal and violation of their singleton identity, resulting in opposite effects of its propaganda. 


Then, it reveals the impacts of neoliberal marketisation on child-rearing ideologies and how transformations of intergenerational relations affect women’s fertility decisions. Education fever and the one-child rule not only result in parents’ excessive monetary investment in children but also squeeze mothers’ time and energy in performing administrative burdens including homework supervision and drop-off and pick-up duty. With the absence of fathers in child-rearing, the older generation engages closely in childcare, exerting indirect but significant pressures in persuading women to give birth, which reconstructs filial piety as a reciprocal emotional communication relationship instead of economic flows between parents and their only child. 
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75 “Only a drunkard would accept these terms” – An assessment of executive elite agency in the case of the doomed Maritime Silk Road Initiative (MSRI) port project in Bagamoyo (Tanzania)





Dr Benjamin Barton 
University of Nottingham Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia



Abstract


Meant to begin operations in 2021, the Bagamoyo port project will go down in history as the largest port and industrial park East Africa has never seen and as one of the first Maritime Silk Road Initiative (MSRI) proposals to bite the dust. Ever since its foundational stone was laid in 2015, the very existence of the Bagamoyo port project idea has been a fraught one – a state of affairs that could not have been any truer with the election to office of late Tanzanian president John P. Magafuli in 2015. Hitherto, much speculation has abounded on why one of the most coveted MSRI projects failed to hit the ground, yet the literature has largely given this case study scant attention. Proposing the first in-depth study of the failed Bagamoyo port project, this paper will review the various justifications for its collapse from across a wide range of literature before recalibrating the analytical focus around Magufuli’s own political logic for kicking it to the curve. In doing so, this will highlight the necessity for studies on the (fate of) MSRI to tilt the epicentre of their analyses increasingly towards the level of the political agency of local elites.






112 Chinese Debt Trap Diplomacy: Reality or Myth?





MA Michal Himmer, MA Zdeněk Rod 
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Abstract


Debt-trap diplomacy (DTD) can be regarded as a relatively new policy tool of specific nature that has influenced current international affairs. Some scholars argue that DTD is a particular Chinese geopolitical approach in the 21st century, closely linked with the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative. DTD is based on the approach that China excessively lends money to low-income indebted states that cannot later repay Chinese debt. The borrowing state relinquishes some of its strategic assets (debt-for-equity swap to decrease its debt burden) towards China. DTD debate has also been logically encompassed by particular criticism questioning the existence of such a strategy as DTD. Scholars questioning DTD existence suggest DTD is far more complicated than it is usually portrayed, meaning that DTD should not be automatically taken as a predatory technique China strategically pursues. Therefore, this study seeks to elucidate whether China uses DTD as an elaborated strategic tool within its statecraft or if DTD is a solely constructed narrative that does not have any empirical substantiation. Regarding the research goal, DTD was considered if Chinese intentions resulted in a debt-for-equity swap situation.  To validate this assumption, six countries belonging among the most accentuated ones –   Sri Lanka, Maldives, Malaysia, Laos, Kenya, and Djibouti – were analysed. The study's secondary goal was to fill the theoretical gap within the literature on foreign policy tools since the scholarship has not entirely accepted DTD due to its ambivalent nature. The analysis itself detected one case of DTD.






126 Chinese investment in Greece: Analysing the response to a crisis





Dr Karen Jackson, Miss Jiandan Li, Dr Serena Masino 
University of Westminster, London, United Kingdom



Abstract


The EU investment screening mechanism, which came into effect in October 2020, attempts to address concerns regarding extra-EU investment flows coming into member states by adding EU-level coordination to the process of FDI screening. The Covid-19 pandemic and the predicted economic downturn have further amplified fears regarding the acquisition of strategic assets with potential ripple effects across the single market. Against this backdrop, this case study unravels the story behind the Chinese investment under the Belt and Road Initiative in Piraeus port, Greece. We examine the impacts of the acquisition along four overlapping strands (i) technology, knowledge and managerial knowhow spill-overs (ii) employment as well as backward/forward inter-firm linkage creation and the broader regional economic activity spill-overs (iii) global production networks and labour regimes and (iv) trade. Semi-structured interviews were conducted, where respondents were selected purposively among dock workers, managers, business owners, trade union representatives, institutional representatives, policy-makers and analysts who were familiar with the socio-economic and political background of the Piraeus port acquisition. Our findings suggest that the increases in container traffic may be due to technology improvements driving trade cost reductions. There is also evidence of novel improved health and safety practices being introduced, and stricter adherence to them. A positive employment effect is accompanied by greater variance in the employment conditions faced by dock workers and we analyse the implications of clashing labour regimes. We further highlight emerging local concerns regarding environmental damage. Finally, we propose several broader lessons from this acquisition.
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27 Mastering Life: Disciplining the Body and Transcending Death in Early China





Ms. Lana Ko 
SOAS, London, United Kingdom



Abstract


Early Chinese texts are rich with references to the body and its discipline. Scholars have been studying these widely under the subject of self-discipline (xiushen) or nurturing life (yangsheng). This paper starts with the preliminary survey on the proliferation of literature dealing with the holistic body—encompassing physical, mental and spiritual—in early China. Based on this premise, we examine various genre of literature talking about disciplining the body from the excavated medical corpus to politico-philosophical texts like the Guanzi, Laozi, Lüshi Chunqiu and Huainanzi raising the question of authorship-readership of their textual production. Our main argument is that not all texts advocating discipline of the body have a same goal of discipline, as they may have targeted different readership. We will read the Zhuangzi in particular, as this Warring States classic is rich with discourses and stories on disciplining the body, attaining the Tao as well as transcending death. By comparing the Zhuangzi with other texts above, we argue that it is only in the first we read that the discipline is explicitly related to the purpose of transcending death. To demonstrate this, we draw attention to the intra-textual between stories of ‘mastering techniques’ and discourses on the zhiren/zhenren (Perfected/Realised man). To conclude, we discuss the existence of a certain tradition—community of practitioners— striving for transcendence through the body, and the Zhuangzi is a witness of its existence allowing us to glimpse its fragmentary pictures.       










44 From the Marginal to the Central: An Essential Transitional Development of the Five Phases Manifested in Excavated Texts (from the late 4th century BC to 160 BC)





Mr Xing Lan 
University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, United Kingdom



Abstract


This paper synthesises excavated texts to examine the development of the Five Phases from the end of the 4th century to the 160 BC. As an essential transition between Hongfan chapter and the improvement carried out by the Han’s intellectuals, this period demonstrates how the Five Phases, a plain term of classification in Hongfan, became a remarkable concept that presents the heaven mind and shapes numerous spatial and temporal concepts. However, the lack of materials hindered the research into the period for a long time. Some attempts can be observed, although, the conclusions of these attempts are overly speculative and even diametrically contradictory. A revisit to the period is thus necessary. 


Fortunately, up to now, the excavated texts dated to the period have become increasingly available and make the revisit more potentially rewarding to the knowledge of this field. Reinforced by those excavated texts, the study chronologically synthesises them into a textual layer to observe the development of the Five Phases during the period. The genuineness and freshness of excavated texts could lead to new discoveries regarding the essential step for the Five Phases. 






66 “Someone spoke to the King in Zheng”: using text similarity algorithms to identify the author of a chapter of the Stratagems of the Warring States





Dr. Jennifer Dodgson, Mr Junjie Pei 
National University of Singapore, Singapore, Singapore



Abstract


In this paper we argue that both style and contextual evidence suggest that the "Speaking to the King in Zheng" (「 謂鄭王」 ) chapter of the Stratagems of the Warring States to have been written by Han Fei. We subsequently applied cosine similarity algorithms to assess the chapter's similarity to other excerpts from the Stratagems, two sections from the first 14 chapters of the Han Feizi, and excerpts selected randomly from other contemporary texts. The chapter showed greater similarity to the Han Feizi sections than to any of the other texts against which it was compared. 


Assuming this chapter to be a speech by the historical Han Fei, it must belong before the current first two chapters, and thus provides interesting historical background to the events described in these chapters and in the Records of the Grand Historian. As such, it helps to explain why Han Fei was chosen to lead a mission to Qin, and why this mission failed.
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70 Analysing Power Asymmetry in the Future of Hong Kong, 1979-1982





Mr Matthew Hurst 
The University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom



Abstract


This paper will analyse the power asymmetry between Britain and China in the negotiation of Hong Kong’s future during 1979-1982. This paper will adopt a constructivist lens through which to view recently declassified 10 Downing Street archive materials. This novel approach will provide evidence that the asymmetry came from Britain misunderstanding the importance of Hong Kong to Chinese identity.


The existing literature cannot decide whether Britain lacked any basis from which to argue or, contrarily, failed Hong Kong in negotiations; the lack of official documents or transcripts from the negotiating room has not helped. However, then-Prime Minister Thatcher’s files relating directly to this topic began being declassified in 2012. They offer an opportunity to fill an information void and critically re-examine these arguments.


Adopting a constructivist lens – stressing the cultural context in which the actors argued – and informed by these archive materials, this paper will argue that the power asymmetry between Britain and China came from the identification by China’s leaders of Hong Kong with China’s identity. The British side failed to appreciate this and their arguments, mostly based on economic stability, therefore failed. The British side did not understand Hong Kong’s place in the history of humiliation China’s new leadership had vowed to wipe clean nor the expectations of the Chinese public informed by this nationalised historical memory.


The paper will conclude with a discussion of the importance of (Mainland) Chinese identity in Hong Kong issues and contemporary Chinese international relations more broadly.






104 Diplomatic Surveillance: Britain’s Surveillance of Chinese Nationals following the "Battle of Portland Place," August-November 1967





Dalton Rawcliffe 
York University, Toronto, Canada



Abstract


This will elaborate on the British government’s decision to restrict the Chinese nationals in London following the aftermath of the burning of the British Mission in Beijing and the "Battle of Portland Place," 1967. In the backdrop of the Cold War and imperial decline, British ministers and officials took firm measures against the members of the Chinese Mission, New China News Agency, and the Bank of China by passing the Aliens Order that not only emplaced a travel restriction on the Chinese staff members but placed them under strict surveillance. This presentation will argue that the Aliens Order, and the subsequent surveillance on the Chinese, led to several clashes with the Chinese nationals and charges laid upon members of the British Left and a Hong Kong-Chinese of London. By focussing on the British government’s use of surveillance allows for the broader consideration of the historical nature of the Cold War relations between Britain and the PRC with that of the domestic social issues faced in 1960s Britain.










167 Hong Kong’s Sphere of Influence: Sovereignty, Immigration, and the Management of Refugees





Mr. Cheuk Him Ryan Sun 
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Abstract


During the Second Sion-Japanese War, the Hong Kong colonial government sought out various schemes to control its overpopulation and to regulate Chinese movement. It persuaded both the Colonial Office and the Foreign Office to open communications with Chinese and Japanese officials about establishing de-militarized zones away from Hong Kong’s border. It constructed several refugee camps and low-income accommodations at the edge of its urban areas aimed at alleviating housing shortages and ‘squatter’ issues. The replacement of the 1934 Immigration and Passports Ordinance with the 1940 Immigration Controls Bill introduced for the first time, restrictions on Chinese mobility: the requirement of passports and other identification documents. This legislation represented a striking divergence from usual approaches: it was a momentous assertion of British sovereignty where Hong Kong’s frontiers emerged as borders. These changes were presented as temporary measures provoked by wartime exigencies. Yet, the decisions undertaken to maintain Hong Kong’s internal stability bares striking resemblance to post-1945 responses to Chinese refugees. I argue that a reconsideration of the Hong Kong colonial government’s wartime actions reveals both local officials’ anxieties over colonial security and presumptions of British/Hong Kong extraterritoriality, and anticipated the trajectories of post-conflict Hong Kong’s stability and economic progress. 
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26 Building Internal Coherence: Assessment on the Departmental Consolidation in 2018 to improve Intra-governmental Collaboration in China‘s Local Food Safety Regulation





Mr Yao Xiao 
The University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, United Kingdom



Abstract


The shirking of responsibility among government agencies in China’s local food safety regulation is a prominent problem and causes food safety risks. In 2018, the Chinese government merged three agencies to establish the Administration for Market Regulation (AMR) as the chief regulator, which set unified leadership in supervising food production, circulation, and catering sectors. These sectors were under the control of three agencies separately, but they are currently regulated by different internal offices within the AMR. Existing literature regards this departmental consolidation to be effective as scholars agree that internal offices in one agency will collaborate better than different agencies naturally. However, based on my fieldwork in four different provinces, this paper argues that internal offices in the AMR at the city and county level do not collaborate well as expected.


This paper outlines the concept of internal coherence to explain why collaboration between internal offices is effective under normal circumstances. Internal coherence is a unique feature of a government agency compared with other entities in China’s bureaucratic system. This paper illustrates three elements of internal coherence and how each element motivates officials to collaborate across internal offices. Then this paper argues that the AMR after the departmental consolidation does not have a high level of internal coherence due to inappropriate design and implementation of consolidation, which further undermines the effectiveness of the departmental consolidation. This paper contributes to our understanding of departmental consolidation, which is a common method to improve collaboration in other policy sectors.






141 Post-COVID: Legal review of China’s wildlife governance, with focus on public health
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Abstract


Global dramatic changes happened after COVID-19 ripped through all over the world since the spring of 2020. As the consumption of wildlife is regarded as the possible source of this zoonotic epidemic, renewed attention to wildlife trade brought the top priority to wildlife governance for preventing similar zoonotic epidemics (a classic example is the related legal revolutions in China).


In this paper, I first introduce Chinese law and policy development on wildlife governance, which will trace back to 1962 (when the first relevant legal material was enacted) and extend to the post-COVID period. Among them, more attention will be paid to the later one, the post-COVID development of China’s legal governance on wildlife. On the one hand, this paper will do a systematic review of Chinese legislation and policy related to wildlife governance (includes legal materials controlling the zoonotic disease), providing the audience a comprehensive understanding of its legal framework. On the other hand, legislative reforms and its new challenges to wildlife governance after COVID-19 are another focus of this paper, such as the ban of the bushmeat trade; the transformation of wildlife breeding industrials; the updated list of National Protected Species; and the relevant change of wildlife crime in the Criminal Law. 


Through the historical development of wildlife governance and the new changes resulting from the COVID-19, this paper finally explores the balance of legal interest responses to wildlife governance in China: whether its conservation approach is anthropocentric, biocentric, or eco-centric, and whether it changed after the COVID-19?
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Abstract


In 2012, the new Civil Procedure Law of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) officially grants legally designated social organizations the power to institute public interest litigation (PIL) under article 55. In the following years, consumer public interest litigation (CPIL) and the environment public interest litigation (EPIL) were subsequently introduced. However, these two kinds of PILs were rather legislated differently, in which EPIL allows more forms of NGOs to participate; while CPIL is only opened to GONGOs, although they were considered for legislation around the same time and were equally recognized under existing legal framework. In order to examine this difference, this project conducts content analysis based on various sources on EPIL and CPIL, along with eighteen interviews conducted between June to September 2019. 


The preliminary analysis shows that the existence of socio-legal scholar is crucial to the explanation of this divergent legal outcome. Social legal experts not only examine the textual meaning of legal codes, but also take the actual legal practices into consideration for their analysis. In other words, socio-legal experts produce a hybrid kind of legal knowledge, which is not only recognizable to the conventional legal experts who are actively involved in law-making process (Mertha 2009, Froissart 2019), but also understandable to divergent kinds of legal practitioners on the ground. Therefore, this hybrid kind of legal knowledge production which only exists in the case of EPIL, generates a mutual ground which made social demand more easily reached, heard, and eventually reflected in the ultimate legal outcome.












24: Family challenges in contemporary Chinese society


16:30 - 18:00 Wednesday, 8th September, 2021




67 The crime victims’ movement and parents of missing children in China





DPhil Haiyun Zhao 
University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom



Abstract


Scholarship on the victims’ movement in a one-Party -state country-China is limited, while empirical research on the topic is especially scarce. Drawing on four years of fieldwork of a group of parents of missing children (being abducted or kidnapped) in Mainland China, including ethnographic in-depth interview and participant observation, this article offers one of the first analyses of a crime victims’ movement in China. Victims here refer to the parents of missing children. This study explores the parents’ experiences of anguish and their fortitude as they persevere with looking for their missing children.  It especially explores how a parents’ self-help group has evolved into an embryonic victims’ movement and provides insights into the opportunities and the constraints that such a movement faces in China’s unique socio-political environment.


This article reveals that China’s Party-state sees revelations about the victimisation of these parents not as evidence of a problem that requires a solution but of a possible threat to social stability. For this reason, the Party-state does not perceive a duty to help the victims that self-organise, such as parents in the association Parents of Missing Children (PMC).  Instead, the officials in the Party-state apparatus aim to muzzle them. Members of PMC were treated as troublemakers and disturbers of peace and social harmony; that is, the victims were not really defined as victims but as offenders. This demonstrates that the state may protect its citizens, but only on its own terms.
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Abstract


As China is “getting old, before getting rich” (Du, 2013), the party-state has been keen on developing elder care services, rapidly increasing their numbers since the late 1990s. While at first glance, this development seems to mirror the “urban-rural divide” found in other social policy areas, studies (Zhou et al., 2013; Yu & Rosenberg, 2017) and official data (Bluebook, 2017) suggest that care provision is larger in rural than urban areas.


To shed light on this empirical puzzle, I use elder care service, fiscal and socio-economic data to comparatively examine elder care service development across Hangzhou’s 16 districts. I analyse (1) how services have developed across urban and rural space, (2) why they have developed this way and (3) what socio-economic implications this has had for care recipients.


I argue that elder care services have experienced a different kind of marketization in comparison to other social policy areas. As the state only offers means-tested public provision for the “three Nos”, service expansion has been relying on the private sector: For-profit providers develop services for where real estate is cheap and geographical access is easy. As private provision is little regulated, there is much laissez-faire where services develop. Due to the lack of private investment, some rural areas suffer from underdeveloped provision and high prices. In contrast, where public provision received district government attention, it was extended and outsourced to non-profit providers, resulting in an uneven development of public services across urban-rural space.
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Abstract


As China is experiencing rapid urbanisation, many workers experiencing rural poverty migrate to cities, often leaving behind their children. The left-behind children (LBCs) are often found to be prone to a range of emotional and psychological issues induced by parental separation. Research regarding the presence of fathers and children’s psychological distress remains nascent. Many studies often associate a great amount of responsibility of childrearing with the mothers, and little with the fathers, due to the traditional gender norms in rural China. In addition, discussion of the distinction between the two mechanisms of fatherhood – migrant fathers and left-behind fathers, is also lacking. 


This study addresses the research question, “Does the presence of fathers in the migrant households, for both migrant fathers and left-behind fathers, play a role in the levels of psychological distress for LBCs?”. A two-wave data analysis was conducted, using longitudinal data from China Family Panel Studies (CFPS) and a structural equation modelling (SEM) design with constructed latent variables (LVs) to assess the comparative differences of the levels of psychological distress between non-LBCs and various groups of LBCs categorised by parental migration status and evaluates whether high father presence, relative to low father presence, accounts for the variance in the levels of psychological distress for each LBC group. Among all migration types, children with migrant mothers appear to be the worst-off in psychological well-being. Father presence is found to be a statistically significant predictor of children’s psychological wellbeing, but only when the fathers are migrant workers. 
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Abstract


Qu dajun 屈大均, Chen gongyin 陳恭尹and Liang peilan 梁佩蘭   whom Chinese scholars call the “Three Masters of Lingnan” of the Ming-Qing transition all wrote poems on Nihontou (Japanese Sword), which is a interesting phenomenon as the tradition dates back to the Sino-Japanese trade and conflict during the late Ming period, yet the song was first praised by Ouyang xiu 歐陽修 in the Song dynasty.


 


This paper not only brushes the history of the praises on Nihontou, which correlates with maritime trade between China and Japan, but also focuses on how southern scholars are conscious of Japanese military weapons and tactics. South China, particularly Guangdong, is a critical battlefield where Ming loyalists fight off several rebellion, such as the twice falls of Guangzhou. The three masters went to the war, witnessing the massacre. These songs implicate the traumatic experience of Guangdong people and how trade of Japanese swords occurred profusely in Guangdong and Macau. Qu Dajun describes the details of Nihontou trade occurred in Macau between the Chinese and Barbarians in Guangdong xinyu 廣東新語 (The New Language of Guangdong), further stating the popularity of Japanese swords in southern China during the Ming-Qing transition. 


 


Sword is a military symbol in literary works. Yet in the context of Ming-Qing transition, we should consider more about the cultural exchange under maritime trade and the conflict between the Southern Ming and the Qing court.
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Abstract


Translation studies often overlook visual language, and visual analysis often overlooks artforms of mass consumption. Popular cartoons are influential on the development of patriotic identities, particularly in opposition to a caricatured ‘enemy’ (here, Japanese soldiers). The Cartoon Propaganda Corps (founded 1937) were created to spread awareness of atrocities committed by Japanese soldiers against Chinese people and stir up patriotism. 


The bulk of existing analysis on Sino-Japanese propaganda cartoons focuses on hypersexualised Japanese soldiers and the graphic use of sexually mutilated women to instil patriotic feeling. Women’s bodies were a favourite symbol of wartime propagandists worldwide, with gendered ideologies an effective means to quickly communicate a message of vengeance. This focus on symbolism underplays the artistic intents behind compositional techniques used by propaganda artists in a young artform. 


Through analysing rare visual materials from Resistance Cartoons (抗敌漫画) and National Salvation Cartoons (救亡漫画), I open new perspectives for our trans-cultural visual understanding. I focus on compositional techniques (spatial organisation, light/dark, direction of gaze, positioning on the page) of images with similar symbolism. 


Considering images as published – part of a page – rather than in isolation opens new lines of analysis. While gruesome details are more tantalising for analysis, the artists’ compositional choices were employed to maximise the visual clarity of their message on crowded pages. 


I explore the use of symbols in individual images and the impact of compositional language. By widening analysis to whole pages, I provide new insight into ‘reading’ an image in the visual language of artists. 
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32 Imagined ‘Chineseness’ and Transcultural Cinema: Cinematic Representations of Chinese Diaspora in the 21st Century
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Abstract


In the context of globalization and transnationalism, diasporic ‘Chineseness’ is a sense of identity full of fluidity and diversity. During the early Hollywood time, because of ‘otherness’ and ‘Orientalism’, Chinese immigrants were always misunderstood and misrepresented. But currently, with Awkwafina making the history by winning Best Actress in a Musical or Comedy Motion Picture on Golden Globes, and ‘Crazy Rich Asians’ and ‘The Farewell’ becoming phenomenal films, cinematic representations of Asian identities seem to win worldwide notice. A new phase of Chinese immigrant studies needs to be established beyond the transnational/national construction and nationalist/transnationalist dichotomy. Transcultural Chinese cinema becomes a crucial component of this discourse.


This research aims to offer some timely observations and contextualization of the intriguing and crucial moment of Chinese immigrants. It chooses millennial Chinese-American filmmakers as a representative group, focusing on how they cross cultural borders to represent their identities and uniqueness through the power of storytelling. It includes in-depth interviews with Jon M.Chu (Crazy Rich Asians), Lulu Wang (The Farewell), Alan Yang (Tigertail) and Bing Liu (Minding the Gap). This study is developed from the thesis of double masters’ degree held by LSE and USC, with a methodology combined by geo-cultural studies, in-depth interviews and participant observation. 


Representation equals possibilities. Chinese-American cinema is like the other side of the wind. Although there is still a long way to go to integrate into the mainstream, at least it exists. The main power of storytelling and transcultural artistic representations is helping the society move on with inclusiveness.
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Abstract


Jon M. Chu's 2018 romantic comedy Crazy Rich Asians is regarded by many as a groundbreaking film for its representation of Asians in Hollywood cinema and its potential effect on reviving the romantic comedy genre. The story is set in Singapore where English functions as a national lingua franca commonly spoken not only in public but also increasingly at home. The film depicts a privileged segment of Singapore society in which people of Chinese descent of different national backgrounds speak English as their common language. They speak the same language, but what differentiates them is the multitude of language varieties, dialects and accents, with different levels of code-mixing and code-shifting. And for a film that explores Chineseness and cultural identity, mainland China is rarely mentioned. As the story unfolds in this unique English-speaking Asian urban setting, the film reveals to a wider audience how English serves as a common language among the Chinese diasporas. This paper will explore how, within the larger genre-specific framework of Hollywood romantic comedy, dialects and accents of English are used as markers of education, class, social status and cultural identity in the characters’ negotiation of diasporic Chineseness.






54 Shadowed Labour and Sentimental Education: Qiu Yuefeng’s Voice Performance of the Noble Westerner in Socialist China





Dr Xiaoning Lu 
SOAS, London, United Kingdom



Abstract


 


This paper seeks to investigate the oft-neglected transnational dimension of Chinese socialist cinema with special attention paid to Chinese voice actors’ performance in dubbed films. From the 1950s to the 1970s, selected Hollywood and Western European films were introduced in socialist China first to the privileged social groups as neican pian (films for international circulation only) and then to the general public. Given the Cold-War geopolitics and socialist ideology, how did voice actors who dubbed “bourgeois” Western characters win the audience’s hearts and shape the public perception of the Westerners?


 


Qiu Yuefeng, acclaimed as the “Mozart among Chinese voice actors,” through his skilful performance created a number of distinct foreign film characters, including the robber in Italian film Cops and Robbers (1951/1957), Lermontov in The Red Shoes (1948/1970) and Rochester in Jane Eyre (1970/1970). Taking account of socio-political constrains imposed on film dubbing and connecting the screen world with the Maoist soundscape, this paper examines Qiu’s voice performance against the backdrop of the PRC’s political broadcasting culture in order to identify specific strategies that Qiu employed in his voice performance to create nuanced, sensible Western characters. The paper argues that Qiu’s voice performance offered the public a sentimental education helping them offset the cruelty unleashed by China’s radicalized socialist politics and preparing them for the imminent social transformation in China.
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Abstract


How repressive were strategies to prevent/mitigate the effects of communist-aligned trade unionists in 1950s Hong Kong? This paper answers this question by studying an important and iconic case: Hong Kong tramways. The Tramway Workers’ Union was perceived by the government and by the Tramways company as a real threat, as the union organised a strike that began on Christmas Day 1949 and lasted until February 10, 1950. This industrial action included a riot that was quelled by the police, and which has been the subject of historical debate (Tsang, 1988, pp. 126-130; Yan, 2019, p. 247). This article extends this analysis by examining corporate strategies to marginalise left-wing unionists during the remainder of the 1950s; this included the promotion of the Victoria Free Tramway Union, which was aligned with the Guomindang. As such, the paper contributes to new histories of the cold war in 1950s Hong Kong, which have recently refocused on labour activism (Leung & Chiu, 1991; Yan, 2019). 
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Abstract


The year of 1948 was significant in the rivalry between the Guomindang (GMD) and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). The civil war on the mainland took a decisive turn, leading to the CCP victory in 1949. Hong Kong, a British colony in South China, was a secondary venue for a conflict which had commenced in the mid-1920s. As far back as the 1925, the CCP had successfully extended influences in Hong Kong, and thereafter used Hong Kong as a base to support the war against Japan and against the GMD. As on the mainland, the CCP adopted a “united-front” campaign, which sought to nurture relations with the local Chinese business community. In Hong Kong, this business community was represented by The Chinese General Chamber of Commerce, and the CCP targeted this organization in the 1940s. This paper examines the presidential election of 1948, which proved a watershed for the chamber, which switched allegiance from the GMD to the CCP. The impact of the politics of 1949 had a lasting effect in Hong Kong. During the 1950s and 1960s, the chamber played a key role in left-wing politics. This watershed moment has not, however, been studied by historians using access to a diverse range of sources.
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Abstract


Against the backdrop of decolonization and escalating Cold War tensions, this article examines the underexplored battle for hearts and minds in rural Hong Kong amongst immigrant farmers. Using archival records, newspapers and memoirs, this article analyses the tensions between the colonial regime and Chinese Communists in competing for political legitimacy in the New Territories. It reveals the little-known competition strategies adopted by these Cold War rivals at the porous frontier of Hong Kong. It uncovers the irony that the colonial government, a supposedly supporter of the capitalist economy, first established a state-own enterprise called the Vegetable Marketing Organization to nationalize the vegetable wholesale market, and through which subsequently subsidized farmers to combat the increasing influence of the communist-controlled Society of Plantations. When economic incentives failed to curb the growth of the Society, the colonial government used legal suppression to eliminate its political rivals. However, forceful suppression did not cease the Communists from expanding as demonstrated by the food stoppage during the 1967 riots and continued communist influence in the New Territories thereafter. This study makes an important contribution to our understanding of the Cold War in Hong Kong by highlighting that the New Territories was a center of farmer mobilization for Cold War powers despite being geographically peripheral to urban Hong Kong. It extends the study of the Cold War in Hong Kong from ideological battles and riots in urban areas to agrarian politics and tensions unfolded through economic contestation and mobilization in the much sizable yet under-investigated rural areas.
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Abstract


After the Second World War, Hong Kong attracted industrial capital from China, especially in the textile business. As the bamboo curtain of the Cold War unfolded, the Chinese market was blocked, and the emerging textile sector of Hong Kong had to look abroad for new opportunities. This paper will use data on textile industrial growth and foreign trade to study the development of the textile industry of Hong Kong between 1945 and 1973. It will explore the quantitative data from several reports of the Hong Kong Spinners Association that have not been researched before. The Hong Kong Spinners Association represented the major interests of the major cotton spinners that migrated from China to Hong Kong in the late 1940s. The paper aims to describe the export-oriented character of the city’s industrialization by analysing the flows of inputs and outputs that nourished the textile sector, from the start of the industrialization period after the Second World War until the early 1970s, when Hong Kong became the world’s largest garment exporter. Finally, the paper will try to define the specificities and the pioneering character of Hong Kong’s export-oriented industrialization.
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Abstract


The post-war period saw an unprecedented rise in global trade. How did Asian manufacturing industries respond to this new global trend? This paper uses gender to compare and contrast how the textile industries of Hong Kong and Bombay navigated the immediate post-war period (1940-1970). Through a careful study of various official government surveys, ILO reports and the archives of Jardine Matheson and Company (accessed for the first time in Cambridge University), this study focuses on two major areas of comparison to shed light on the different industrial experiences of the two cities. First, the paper investigates the provenance of workers and their ties to their place of origin. More than a century of labour migration of single or widowed women from the countryside surrounding Bombay resulted in manufacturing employees with different needs than those in Hong Kong whose entire families fled mainland China following the success of the Chinese Communist Party in 1949. Second, the paper studies organised and unorganised resistance among workers. The women workers of Bombay were relatively more organised in trade unions and practiced more outward forms of resistance, while their counterparts in Hong Kong expressed discontent with their employers in more subtle ways, including “voting with their feet” by readily quitting and moving onto another job. Both cities eventually did away with cotton and garment manufacturing to become financial centres starting in the 1980s. Using gender as a tool for comparative analysis can help us understand this transition in a global context.
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Abstract


This paper looks at the social impacts of urban redevelopment among a generation of people for whom it is the norm: youth in Beijing, where decades of redevelopment have led to largescale demolition of older neighbourhoods. Studies have shown that redevelopment has led to the breakdown of traditional social bonds in China’s cities, and that citizens relocated from older to newer neighbourhoods may feel both a heightened sense of privacy and a greatly diminished sense of attachment to their surroundings. Today’s urban youth, however, were born into such rapidly evolving and increasingly privatised environments. Drawing from 12 months of ethnographic fieldwork, I explore the extent to which these youth, accustomed to privatised home lifestyles, experience feelings of detachment from their urban environs, and illustrate how such feelings may be articulated. Ongoing urban redevelopment, I argue, can produce in citizens a sense of place characterised by learned indifference.
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Abstract


This essay examines the changing sociological meaning of indifference in urban China after the tragic death of a two-year old girl in a road accident in 2011. My analysis suggests that, in China where the political state had tried to claim credit for all altruistic behaviors, anxiety about indifference allowed citizens to sidestep socialist ethics in conversations about civic mobilization. University students used the language of feeling and mourning to reinvent the protagonist, culprit, and victim in the accident, thereby developing new rationales for committing good deeds without acknowledging the moral leadership of the state. As opposed to the standard association of indifference with civic disengagement and social disintegration, this essay suggests that indifference has civic potential to connect. Like skepticism, cynicism, and disappointment that people might develop in response to the genre of socialist heroism, indifference could anchor civic articulation of alternative futures that were yet to take shape.
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Abstract


This article spotlights the role of affect in paths of “self-development,” focusing on young adults in China who engage in various training programs. Informed by market-driven expertise, individuals configure their feelings as central for their ability to execute their tasks and enhance their socioeconomic competence. Thus, they seek to induce and manage affect while combating the purposeless attitudes that they ascribe to Chinese everyday life. However, young adults are also frequently confronted with their inability to convert affect to palpable endpoints, leading them to frequent deflation and self-examination. Drawing on the works of Sara Ahmed and Lauren Berlant, I delineate this dialectic of high and low affect. I argue that rather than undermining productivity, low affect and its perceived negative valence are integral to a trajectory of self-development where individuals shift between projects and renew their commitment to an underlying ethos, notwithstanding the prevailing impasses of the Chinese socioeconomic landscape.
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Abstract


Hui, a rotating and saving credit association, is an informal financial instrument that can be traced back to the 7th century in China. In the 1980s and 1990s, hui was widespread in coastal towns and counties in southeast China where thousands of private enterprises started to boom. It was particularly popular among middle-aged and elderly women, who were the major actor in the local private credit market. Since the late 1980s, several domino-style collapses of hui in this region created much social unrest and made hui-clearance a pressing issue for the county, municipal and provincial governments. Zero in on the 1989 credit crisis in Liu county, this article looks into the complicated interactions between hui-participating masses and the local government. It discusses how the state in the locality was reluctantly drawn into governing the credit crisis by disgruntled creditors and debtors alike. 


Utilising the well-developed theory of political performance, I interpret petitions by hui participants and judicial and non-judicial interventions by the county government as symbol-laden political performances. I argue that the crisis of informal credit signalled a crisis of grassroots governance in the transitional period of the 1980s and 1990s. In the credit crisis, the Liu county government made decisions and took measures not only along with its powerplay with the local society but also under the pressure of upper-level governments. By analysing the complex power network at the local level, the article ultimately intends to evaluate the interplay between the state and society in the Reform Era from a historical perspective.
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Abstract


In recent years, political consumerism, i.e. buying or not buying a product for political or ethical considerations, becomes a hotly debated issue in academia. Yet, while many scholars have investigated this phenomenon in western countries, little research has been conducted in the context of China. This paper explores the historical roots of Chinese political consumerism between 1905 and the 1940s. It aims to offer a historical perspective on the development of the early Chinese political consumerism movements (hereafter, PCM). Particularly, it investigates two prominent trends of the Chinese PCM at that time, namely, the Boycotting Foreign Products Movements (抵货运动) and the Buycotting National Products Movements (国货运动). These two trends were often entangled with one another from the 1910s onwards. In the article, the author argues that the emergence of the early Chinese PCM was based on four main preconditions, namely, the rising modern Chinese nationalism, the growing consumer culture, the booming modern print media industry, and the development of social associations. Moreover, through analysing participants in the movements, the study argues that the Chinese PCM experienced a drastic shift in the late 1920s during which the political power replaced the merchant group and became the leading force in the movement. Finally, the article also discusses the impacts of the early political consumerism movements on Chinese consumer culture, Chinese people’s political participation, the domestic industry and Chinese nationalism.
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Abstract


Economic development is often heralded by the Chinese state as a solution to the country’s ‘ethnic problem’. The Open Up the West Campaign, which began in 2000, is a prime example of this, seeking to enhance domestic stability and strengthen party rule through promoting economic growth across China’s western regions. The implementation of the campaign in Tibet has received notable attention across Chinese state media, particularly since the largescale unrest that erupted across the region in 2008 and the various international accusations of longstanding human rights abuses that followed. How has the state attempted to manage competing discourses about economic development in Tibet and what kinds of media strategies has it engaged to do so? Seeking to address these questions, this paper focuses on Chinese state media discourses of economic development in Tibet, with particular attention to the figure of the Tibetan entrepreneur. It examines how state media has sought to construct a new kind of Tibetan subjectivity that is grounded in diligence, self-responsibility, and individual resourcefulness, while also noting the central role of the state in facilitating entrepreneurial ‘dreams’. It analyses how such representations work to displace questions of governance and official responsibility, obscure issues of structural inequality, and reinforce Chinese state rule across Tibet in the post 2008 era. In doing so, this paper contributes to ongoing discussions surrounding the production of state power in Tibet and reflects on changing practices of ethnic representation in China today.
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Abstract


Nüshu (女書) is a script created by and used among females in ancient China. In a broad sense, Nüshu includes Nüshu literature, Nüge (女歌 which means female songs), and Nüshu customs. Nüshu was originally cultivated in the area around Jiangyong, Hunan Province, China. It has now become a national-level intangible cultural heritage. This study investigates how has the understanding of this heritage transformed since China's "Reform and Opening-up" in the 1980s. This study is a part of recent critical movement of heritage studies with a specific heritage field "Nüshu" as the observation field. This project focuses on the folk, indigenous heritage community and investigates how the participants in this community negotiate their heritage identity and discourse through self-empowerment under Chinese heritage governance system. It illustrates the construction and operation of a folk heritage discourse space to reveal how a grass-rooted, bottom-up manner of heritage democratisation is achieved by the folk heritage participants. To achieve the analysis, this chapter presents data from a bottom-up research approach with methods used in arts and humanities like qualitative interviews, participatory observation, and digital ethnography. This project develops the understanding of "Authorised Heritage Discourse" (Smith, 2006) by presenting and examining the concepts of "National/Authoritarian Heritage" and "Folk/Democratic Heritage Discourse". This project makes contribution to the development of critical heritage studies by providing recent first-handed ethnographic data. It will advance academic knowledge in Chinese heritage politics, heritage making and transformation from a critical, discursive, and constructive perspective. 














31 Could heritage be a result of collective practice? A possible alternative to heritage-centred theories and practical challenges in a heritage conservation experiment on a historic neighbourhood of Beijing
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Abstract


In contemporary China, it has been common that historic buildings, urban districts and villages have got legally preserved as cultural heritages under official management, functioning to maintain and exhibit cultural narratives referring to specific localities, thus are significant in arousing the masses’ collective identities. Historic urban districts, due to the overlap with urban spaces still in residential use, are not simply heritage sites but the environment where multiple stakeholders claim for their corresponding rights to the same space. Therefore, in addition to the heritage-centred theories, there should be other perspectives to understand heritage in order not to realise it as an aesthetic hegemony in preservation practices. This paper focuses on a heritage conservation experiment in a historic neighbourhood in Beijing, with community construction as the main methodology. By examining different stakeholders’ roles and practices in a themed activity, I would like to discover possibilities for heritage as a result of collective practicing in addition to an overwhelming discourse that has been publicly acknowledged. However, the conceptual realisation meets barriers in this case study where there is little room for negotiation between stakeholders. Possible reasons are analysed in the paper from both administrative and cultural perspectives.






98 An Abandoned Campus: Protecting the Zhengyi Academy Historic Site in Sanyuan County in the 1960s
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Abstract


The damage to cultural relics has long been connected to the Destroy the Four Olds Campaign (1966-1967), suggesting an iconoclasm sponsored by the party-state central in China. Recent research has used the Shanghai case arguing state’s efforts for protecting persisted, even in this campaign. Zhengyi Academy's historic site (established in 1874) in Sanyuan County contributed another case to illustrate how this system worked in Shaanxi Province. In the early 1960s, regarding whether it was politically correct of protecting this site, many intellectuals were involved, including the director of the Shaanxi Provincial Museum, staff at the museum and on-site, and officials at the Provincial Cultural Bureau. The debates revealed the definition for cultural relics was too broad that the system could afford. State’s guidelines that museum expertise should serve politics added the burdens. Individuals used the guidelines to legitimise their behaviours and protect their status within the institutional structure. Finally, since it had been assigned for the use of a middle school, although the provincial cultural bureau officially abandoned state-sponsored protection for this site, it was not destroyed except for all the couplets, regarding as the Four Olds. People who had already suffered from the previous political movements were pointed to as the respondents for having falsely protected this site. Comparing to the other two sites in the county, Xuegu (established in 1320) and Hongdao Academy (established in 1494), which survive through time, it was an unconscious process that the locals selectively preserved numerous cultural relics in Shaanxi Province.
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21 Horror tales in Yue Jun’s "Ershilu" (1792)





PhD Loredana Cesarino 
Xi'an Jiaotong-Liverpool University, Suzhou, China



Abstract


In classical Chinese fiction, the literary genre known as zhiguai志怪 (records of anomalies) has a long history that dates back to the Six Dynasties (220-589). In the late 18th century, in the wake of the success of Pu Songling’s 蒲松齡 (1640-1715) Liaozhai zhiyi 聊齋誌異 (Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio, 1740), collections of strange tales in literary Chinese appeared one after another, thus giving shape to what T. L. Chan has called “the late zhiguai tradition” (Chan, 1998:3). To this tradition belongs Yue Jun’s 樂鈞 (1766-1814) Ershilu 耳食錄 (Hearsay Accounts, 1792). 


Underestimated in Chinese scholarship and almost unknown to international sinology, this paper aims to introduce the Ershilu to a wider audience by offering an overview of the collection and an analysis of some of the tales included therein. Following Campany’s approach to the genre, the paper will not focus on the author’s representation of super-natural elements but on the description of what he saw as “counter-to-natural” (Campany, 1996) or as engendering terror and repulsion. Using textual evidence extracted from the Ershilu itself, I will argue that the collection includes a group of tales that can be read as horror tales and that their terrifying nuances stem from the horrific representation of subverted social and gender roles. 


References:


			Chan, T. L. (1998), The Discourse on Foxes and Ghosts: Ji Yun and Eighteenth-century Literati Storytelling, ‪University of Hawaii Press. 


			Campany, R. (1996), Strange Writing: Anomaly Accounts in Early Medieval China, SUNY Press.













38 Palace Poems and the Literary Representation on the Daily Life of the Yuan Court in the Early Fourteenth Century
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Abstract


In the early fourteenth century, palace poems (seven syllable per line quatrains) documented the fusion of Sino-Mongolian cultures manifested through the daily life of the Yuan court. This paper will focus on a group of approximately 360 palace poems written by 29 poets which provide a detailed account of the daily routine experienced by members of the Mongol nobility and their subordinates. Following the eulogistic tradition established by Tang and Song poets, palace poems written during the Yuan served to glorify the court. In this connection, reference to the performance of Confucian rites and music was generally used to celebrate the Yuan emperor as the sovereign of the central plains who had the moral authority to inherit and continue these ancient cultural traditions. Another significant feature is that most Yuan poets were uninterested in the stereotype of “the melancholy palace lady” (gong yuan), writing instead about Mongol-Yuan mores and customs. In this way, Mongolian culture and culturally-specific vocabulary fused with a long-standing tradition of writing palace poems to create a new Sino-Mongolian poetic form, which brought a fresh bold and unconstrained style to the previously highly decorous form. These palace poems are works of great intrinsic value for understanding daily court life during the Yuan, in addition to documenting the drastic dynastic change between Mongolian houses also recorded in the official history of the dynasty (Yuanshi).






78 The narrative on Nagasaki courtesanship of Chinese: a case of 18th century Jiangnan江南 merchant Wang Peng汪鵬 and his Xiuhai bian袖海編(The text of the sea in my sleeves)
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Abstract


This paper aims at studying the Chinese narrations on the brothel culture of pleasure quarters and courtesanships in 18th Nagasaki, which is the only opening port city to foreign ships of Japan during Tokagawa Bakufu's ruling, by examining one piece of miscellanies, Xiuhai bian, composed by Qing merchant Wang Peng of his business trips and residence life in the Chinese guesthouse of Nagasaki city.  The communication and liaisons between China and Japan have started since 8th century and it reached the peak from 16th to 18th century due to the concern on commerce maritime and culture interactions. Being the only aperture of door for foreigners to understand Japan, while Nagasaki city shares a noteworthy red-light life and brothel culture(yūkaku), the pleasure experience on port courtesanship turned to a way for foreigners to connect the locality. Nagasaki courtesanship is heart-catching and alluring to Chinese merchants exceptionally, as they were all from south China, especially the cities of Jiangnan region where the courtesan culture the the story of beauty and scholars has been a remarkable narrating theme of literati. By reading and analysing Xiuhai bian, this paper proposes that the Chinese merchant's brothel experience in Nagasaki could be a metaphor and ethos to their local courtesanship of Jiangnan, and the text could be read as a reflection on the cultural nostalgia of the Jiangnan Chinese in their journeys in Japan.








23: Education and Intellectual History in Republican China


09:00 - 10:30 Friday, 10th September, 2021




40 Study on Ci Annotation and its’ construction of discourse in Republican China(1912-1949)
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Abstract


In recent years, there is an increasing number of studies on Ci of Republican China which has become one of the important research topics in the academia. The development of Ci annotations had been thriving with a rapid increase in number in Republican China, and is demonstrating its uniqueness. However, there is still a lack of extensive and in-depth study on the subject today. Most of the Ci annotations published in Republican China had always been popular and widely used in teaching and research up to this date. Since many of those Ci annotators were famous Ci writers and scholars in Republican China, some of them may have infiltrated their literary thoughts in their annotation works. Their views on different Ci-writing or writers’ styles, especially the distinctions between South and North Song as expressed in their annotations gradually built up as a body of knowledge and became a source of important reference for both contemporary and later researchers; it even contributes to the formation of Ci discourse, which even molds some of the literary canonization concepts in Ci study. This paper will closely look into a series of Ci annotation published in 1912 – 1949, discuss the construction of discourse of Ci, and it’s relation with the current teaching and studying of Ci poetry, finally aims to re-examining the reception of different Ci writer of Song dynasty.
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Abstract


During the republican period, travel events were adopted by schools and universities as a new educational method. By 1915, Guo Bingwen noted that Chinese schools now followed a practice of having teachers and pupils take occasional walks into the country, which he described approvingly as an excellent feature of the new school system. Fully supportive of the practice, he recommended that it be fully utilized, as it allowed children to study actual objects rather than pictures or descriptions. The connection that was established between travel and education during this period may have been partly the result of a growing interest in travel but was also the outcome of a changed understanding about the object, processes and aims of education. School excursions with an educational purpose had been adopted in a number of foreign countries from the eighteenth century, including in Japan in 1886. In this context and in a changing environment of greater engagement with the world, many came to consider travel as a means not only of pursuit of knowledge, as it had been viewed in the past, but as one of pursuit of education as well, following emphases on utilitarianism and experimentation as bases of a new education.
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Abstract


Scholarship on the victims’ movement in a one-Party -state country-China is limited, while empirical research on the topic is especially scarce. Drawing on four years of fieldwork of a group of parents of missing children (being abducted or kidnapped) in Mainland China, including ethnographic in-depth interview and participant observation, this article offers one of the first analyses of a crime victims’ movement in China. Victims here refer to the parents of missing children. This study explores the parents’ experiences of anguish and their fortitude as they persevere with looking for their missing children.  It especially explores how a parents’ self-help group has evolved into an embryonic victims’ movement and provides insights into the opportunities and the constraints that such a movement faces in China’s unique socio-political environment.


This article reveals that China’s Party-state sees revelations about the victimisation of these parents not as evidence of a problem that requires a solution but of a possible threat to social stability. For this reason, the Party-state does not perceive a duty to help the victims that self-organise, such as parents in the association Parents of Missing Children (PMC).  Instead, the officials in the Party-state apparatus aim to muzzle them. Members of PMC were treated as troublemakers and disturbers of peace and social harmony; that is, the victims were not really defined as victims but as offenders. This demonstrates that the state may protect its citizens, but only on its own terms.












22: Political Trends in the Xi Era


09:00 - 10:30 Friday, 10th September, 2021




48 Interpreting Contemporary Chinese Politics from a Practice Perspective: Reconsidering Xi Jinping's Break with the Past
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Abstract


Has Xi Jinping’s new leadership style and administrative reforms created a break with the past in the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)? This paper compares two different perspectives on Chinese politics: one focusing on semi-formal practices versus the more widely-used focus on institutions, and argues that the two perspectives result in different answers to the question of a break with the past in Xi era CCP politics.


The paper introduces what a practice perspective entails and its background as a method in the social sciences. Further, it employs this perspective in an analysis of political language, party documents and their drafting practices within the CCP. Building on interviews conducted in China in 2016-17 and interdisciplinary written sources, the paper concludes that practices such as fixed phrases in language, the norm of speaking with one voice in public discourse, document drafting and document circulation, are all less disrupted aspects of CCP politics than institutionalisation, and ultimately does not support the view that there is a true break with the past in the CCP during the Xi era.










65 The Emergence of China’s Unique Space Culture: reframing global perceptions of space exploration
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Abstract


China’s achievements in outer space continue to make headlines across the globe, most recently with their lunar landing and Mars exploration missions. With all eyes on the development of China’s space technologies, one vital area that has been overlooked is the swelling wave of a unique Chinese ‘space culture’. This paper demonstrates how Beijing is stimulating the growth of a unique Chinese space ‘brand’ that is highly distinct from its US and Soviet counterparts. While this new culture is not widely known or discussed outside of China, it has been growing parallel to the country’s space industry, and its popularity increasing with each year. Over the last decade, ideologies surrounding Chinese space exploration have been cultivated by state actors, and commercial products and media related to China’s space programme have exploded onto the domestic market. Not only has this new cultural wave proven to be a formidable tool for inciting patriotic sentiment, but it also holds potential to become a key instrument of cultural soft power for the nation. Having remained largely unchallenged since the acclaimed first lunar landing of 1969, the US has maintained a global monopoly on space exploration. In turn, it has dominated how the world contextualises the domain of space and the future of space exploration through values and products associated with the NASA brand. The paper argues that China’s emerging space culture represents a challenge to the status quo and offers a unique reframing of humanity’s endeavours in space.
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Abstract


Income inequality is one of the most serious issues globally and China is one of the representative examples of this issue. Income inequality remains high in China and may negatively impact subjective well-being. However, there are relatively few studies on the relationship between income inequality and subjective well-being in China, and their findings are mixed and inconsistent. This study aims to clarify whether income inequality at the individual and aggregate levels affects subjective well-being in China and to provide policy implications to increase the level of subjective well-being. Moreover, this study examines the impact of subjective income inequality, measured by the subjective ranking of ones’ income compared to that of others in one’s local area on subjective well-being. Using data from the China Family Panel Studies, a panel data analysis reveals the following: First, having a relatively high income compared with mean income in the same province has no positive influence on subjective well-being. Second, the perception of having relatively high income does positively influence subjective well-being. Third, between-group income inequality, measured as the mean income gap between urban hukou residents and migrants with rural hukou, has a significant inverted-U-shaped impact on subjective well-being. Fourth, income inequality at the general or regional level measured by provincial Gini coefficients has a significant inverted-U-shaped impact on subjective well-being.
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Abstract


My Ph.D. project aims to analyse an impressive corpus of official Chinese telegrams from the late Imperial Era found in the historical archives of the University of Naples "L'Orientale". To date, the telegrams are still insufficiently studied and researched. The unexpected documents, which came to light in the 1990s, consist of a considerable number of telegrams from 1884 to 1899, during the reign of Emperor Guangxu (1875-1908), on the eve of the collapse of the Manchu Empire and the imperial system in its entirety. We are uncertain about the reasons of their transfer but suspect they were probably transferred to Naples from Beijing's Grand Council by the Italian sinologist Guido Amedeo Vitale (1872-1918).


My research not only aims at recovering the fundamental data which are inherent to the internal and external affairs exchanged during the Celestial Empire, but also it identifies and takes into account the historical context in which the events of the telegrams developed in a particularly complex political and cultural era.


After a historical introduction on the development of the imperial telegraphic communications system, my contribution to the 2020 BACS Conference intends to present an analysis of the structure and dynamics that regulated imperial communications via telegraph. Two important Qing institutions played a decisive role: the Zongli Yamen 總 理 衙 門 and the Grand Council 軍 機 處 . I intend to clarify the role they played, in order to clarify the ways they contributed to the conservation of this important material.
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Abstract


This paper scrutinizes the material culture of Han elites in Qing China. The singularity of Han identity is contested by historians because of sub-ethnic linguistic and cultural disparities. However, during the Qing era, they were able to negotiate with the Manchus as one group, thus preserving political, economic, and cultural spaces. Some historians see Han culture as a powerful invasive force, assimilating other minorities. These contesting views use material culture as a marker for Han identity, but the academic research has hitherto never comprehensively investigated the goods owned by the Han elites. Was there a shared taste and how did they use materials to signal their power and identity?


I use confiscation inventory lists, housed in the No.1 Historical Archive and Taipei Palace museum, to investigate different types of possessions with cultural resonances within the Han elites. Confiscation was a rarely used tactic by the emperors to punish their subjects and investigate accusations. This process generated inventories, revealing all assets possessed by a family. I collect 164 family inventories belonging to gentry and officials across eighteen provinces, the existence of shared cultural affinities is made evident. The Han elites, having inherited the conspicuous consumption patterns of past generations, utilized this affinity to express their identity, knowledge, and power. Han scholar-officials owned the most luxurious collections, whereas non-official members of the elites owned fewer literary goods. The gentries mimicked the taste of the scholar-officials but were excluded from the affluent circle of the high officials, unless they were millionaires. 
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Abstract


  This paper examines how resurging literati activism in the Qianlong-Jiaqing transition was informed by prior intellectual transformations during the prosperous age of High Qing. In particular, I look at the thought of Zhang Xuecheng and analyze connections between his historicist interpretation of Confucian classics and subsequent resurgence of statecraft reformism. I argue that appropriating previous Evidential scholars' conviction that the cosmic dao is encoded in classics and could be recovered through philological inquiries, Zhang denied such a possibility and instead adopted a presentist view of realizing dao in the contemporary scene under the aegis of state authority. In this way, the presentist agenda regarded existing political institutions as essential to re-enliven antiquity’s glory. The statism underneath, which saw the imperial state as embodying dao and thus self-legitimizing, became a convenient point of reference for statecraft reformism to resurge in the age of dynastic decline. Zhang's historicism is therefore merely the first step in the formation of his presentist agenda, which served as a cornerstone for his statist re-orientation of scholarship. The resurgence of literati activism is also not only predicated on the revival of New Text Classicism but inextricably linked with ideas evolving over High Qing. 


  By demonstrating the continuation of ideas leading to literati activism, this paper participates in growing scholarly interest in the Qianlong-Jiaqing transition from the perspective of intellectual history. In addition, it discusses broader implications of emerging statism during this crucial period, which could have provided a conceptual framework for the modern Chinese state.  
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Abstract


The study evaluates the development of international relations between China and the Lower Mekong Countries (Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia) focusing on the Lancang-Mekong Cooperative Mechanism (LMC). Particular attention is placed on a series of projects of the LMC on water resources management including hydropower projects. Considering the LMC as a brainchild of China, the relations between the countries demonstrate complex interactions, including power asymmetry or mutual cooperation. The LMC is increasingly recognized as a game-changer, which can replace the strategic status of the Mekong River Commission (MRC) as an international river organization and have far-reaching influences on the socio-economic, political and environmental landscape of the river basin. The MRC has played its limited roles as a scientific and technical entity and has been ineffective in mediating conflicts over hydropower plants due to the paucity of political legitimacy. By contrast, vast resources of the LMC have succeeded in attracting all riparian countries on board, and innumerable water and non-water projects have been initiated since 2015. Friendly attitudes of China towards downstream have been observed since then, including a release of more water from the upstream Chinese dams for downstream regions in the dry months of 2016. Long-term impacts of the China-led LMC do not seem to be clear in terms of economic development, social well-being and environmental sustainability, however, China appears to be more pre-emptive in exploiting hydropower potential than before and more dominant in hydro-politics.
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Abstract


Myanmar, one of the most unstable countries in Asia, suffered a coup d'état in February 2021, which symbolizes the failure of democratization for years. Although the Tatmadaw has taken power by coup before in Myanmar history, the context of 2021 is different from previous years due to the growing influence of Generation Z as influenced by social media and the shift of great state competition in Asia-Pacific. In a similar vein to before, China claimed not to be involved in Myanmar internal politics during the coup. In addition, China insisted on this golden foreign policy principle, even when rumours of China's assistance to the Tatmadaw were circulating widely on social media. In response to the incidents of Chinese factories being attacked by aggressive individuals, China began to emphasize the importance of prioritizing its national interest. Nonetheless, China's strong 'wolf warrior' rhetoric has exacerbated the situation and facilitated anti-Chinese sentiments. It is the goal of this paper to analyze China's reaction to this coup, as well as why it continues to maintain its strict policy despite the rising anti-Chinese sentiment, which might endanger its national interest. An analysis of China's foreign policy towards Myanmar, one of the important countries for the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), is provided in this article in order to understand the boundary and liminality of its foreign policy. 
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Abstract


As a rising great power, China conducts assertive policies that not only challenge the established liberal regional order but also collide with the interests of the off-shore hegemon – the United States. To face this status-quo-super power Beijing embarks on increasingly balancing acts. Based on the knowledge of (neo)realist school of thinking balancing can be divided inter alia into two groups: internal balancing, focused on strengthening domestic capabilities, and external balancing with alliance-building as a core activity. Although being successful in modernizing domestic material base, China must deal with obstacles in creation of the Sino-centric sphere of influence. One of the reasons could be traced to Chinese territorial disputes in littoral seas. Other claimants, that could potentially become loyal allies, fall short of declaring strict pro-China alignment, following hedging strategies instead. Good example could be seen in Vietnam. Although both countries share the communist ideology and signed strategic comprehensive partnership, Hanoi can hardly be understood as a staunch ally. Being sensitive to violations of sovereignty, Vietnam developed many policies how to face Chinese pressure – from the cooperation and struggle doctrine to 3Nos policy. Nevertheless, any breach of Vietnam´s territorial claims over islands in South China Sea by China weakens the alignment and leads to more open expression of disapproval – culminating in Vietnam´s white paper on defence of 2019. My short case study of China-Vietnam relations will demonstrate how Chinese maritime policies harm potential strong alliances with other regional actors ergo preventing it from altering the existing American-led order.       
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115 The affective life of the Nanjing Massacre: Re-activating historical trauma in governing contemporary China
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Abstract


Under the current Xi administration, China has marked the 13th of December as the national public Memorial Day for the Nanjing massacres victims. The reaffirmation of this historical trauma under Xi continues the official narrative of national humiliation to rejuvenation established in the 1990s’ patriotic education. Simultaneously, there has been widespread state-promoted campaign of “positivity”, with frequent announcements that China has entered “a new era”. This article traces the representations of the Nanjing Massacre in different “contact zones” to reveal how certain negative emotions associated with the trauma are deliberately activated to serve the instrumental purposes in China’s contemporary governance. It shows the party-state’s time-tested strategy of encouraging the public to internalize the positive feelings of living in a great new era through comparison with past misery. It also demonstrates the extension of the party-state’s disciplinary power to the public’s affective realm to summon unity and legitimize its rule.
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Abstract


The rise of psychological counselling (心理咨询) as part of China’s unfolding psy-boom has brought with it a new discourse of distress. In this paper I focus on the linguistic framing of emotional difficulties in the context of the psy-boom, in particular the phrase “psychological troubles” (心理困扰/困惑). By identifying "psychological troubles" the psy-boom is providing a discursive space for people in China to discuss issues that distress them that sits in-between the medicalised realm of DSM- category illnesses like depression, and the language of activism and social justice. This ethnography shows how “psychological troubles” are understood by therapists like Ms. Liu as “blockages” to freely flowing emotions. Drawing on the scholarship of affective contagion (Ahmed 2013: 225), a link is drawn between the unsticking of emotions within persons and the inability of freely flowing emotions to “stick” to wider social issues due to the constraints placed on civil society and free speech by the CCP.  The apolitical and non-medicalised language of the psy-boom therefore is a reflection of the social function of this particular form of therapeutic care.
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Abstract


This paper introduces the collaborative project, on the politics of negative affects in China’s post-Reform period, from which this panel emanates. China scholars have how state-led rapid transformations have brought about new manifestations of anxiety, depression, and other forms of distress, both among marginalized groups and members of the middle-classes. But while the Chinese state’s concern with managing negative affects and promoting positivity has been widely documented, less explored is what negative affects do as experiences and expressed. Can recent discussions in cultural studies of negativity as a ground for transformative agency can be put to work in the Chinese context? Can we locate new disruptive potentials through the sharing and circulation of negative affects? What are the mediations through which such affects may become recognized as shared experiences having roots in broader, structural processes? Drawing on this turn to affect, the project questions the possibility that the Chinese state has actually laid the ground for the formation of an affective “we” shaped through the circulation and sharing of negative feelings, sometimes to unpredictable effect. 
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18 Educational governance of families in China: towards a Foucauldian analysis
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Abstract


 Based upon a discourse analysis of major policy documents, this article explores how the educational governance of parents has been constructed through official discourses in China. The article firstly argues for a changing mode of social governance in China. Thereafter, major policies on education, minors’ protection, child development, and ‘family education’ (家庭教育) in the post-reform China (1978-2020) have been analysed using the Foucauldian (1991 [1978]) concept, ‘governmentality’. China’s transition from a planned socialist economy to a market-oriented economy since 1978 has been “accompanied by significant shifts in how the practice and objects of government are understood, calculated and acted upon” (Sigley, 2006, p. 489). Increasingly, the Chinese state promotes “instruments that shift from direct to indirect state regulation, devolve functions to local society, and instill attitudes of personal responsibility” in many social arenas(Greenhalgh, 2010, p. 39). Parents’ relation to school education is one such arena where parents are mobilised at an unprecedented level to participate in their children’s education through parental responsibility discourses, thus, becoming the parent-subject. Governmentality, mainly concerning how the subject is being constructed through governmental techniques (Foucault, 1986, 1990b, 1990a), is a useful concept, in this case, to explore how the parent-subject is constituted through policy discourses about parents’ responsibilities to support children’s education. The analysis shows how official discourses about parents’ responsibilities to better support children’s education constitute the educational governance of families. 
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Abstract


Hong Kong was an object of desire for many people in southern China during the Mao era, even as it was an object of suspicion among Party officials at various levels. It was a source of foreign currency, consumer goods, and popular culture, and with these things came ideological challenges that needed to be addressed. These ideological challenges loomed large in socialist education campaigns targeting hospitality and transportation workers in Guangdong. While visitors from the capitalist West were often perceived as embodying bourgeois decadence, “Hong Kong compatriots” came in greater numbers, shared a common language with the workers who waited on them, and served as far more accessible models of the possibilities of life just across the border. This paper examines ideological education campaigns among passenger attendants on the Guangzhou-Shenzhen railway in the 1960s and 1970s. As they evaluated life in Guangdong versus life in Hong Kong, workers on the railway were guided in the process of “seeking truth through facts” through a combination of discussions with veteran workers, the reading of model-worker narratives, and direct observation and analysis of the passengers they transported from the Hong Kong border to Guangzhou. My paper argues that ideological campaigns in this context involved attempts to both negotiate a conception of socialist worker identity and draw a boundary line between the new China and the old.
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Abstract


This study investigates the overlooked history of teaching Mandarin Chinese as a second language to Mongolian learners within the projects of Chinese nation building since the early twentieth century. History has been well acknowledged as a key theme in the construction of national identity but there is a lack of concern of the dynamic relationship between the imagined ‘us’ and ‘them’ in the representation of nationalist histories and how they are normalised as ‘official knowledge’ through schooling over time. Using Chinese language textbooks for Mongolian learners as the primary source, I compared representational strategies deployed to teach warfare history of China to Mongolian students in the Republican and PRC periods to reveal the nuances and tensions of constructing Chinese national identities to the non-Han group. I will show that the representation of Chinese national identities undergoes a process of change and transformation regarding the role played by those portrayed as non-Chinese Others. During the Republican period, Mongols and other non-Han peoples are othered to boost the Han ethic awareness while they are promulgated with the idea of ‘what a nation is’ through the Confucian values of great harmony, benevolence and justice to mark the boundary between Chinese and foreign Others. In the PRC period textbooks, the war history against foreign imperialism powers provides a source of the shared myth of victimisation and heroic resistance to unify the Chinese people through the mobilisation of emotions such as pride, guilt, sorrow and hatred to show 'how a nation feels.'
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Abstract


This paper looks at the role museums played in public life during the early Republican period. It argues that the establishment of museums became part of the nation-building process in the early years of the Republic of China, aimed at promoting a collective national identity and fostering new political values. The Beiyang government’s efforts to establish the first public museums in China ended a history when all museums in the country were private enterprises of Western missionaries and Chinese entrepreneurs. The emphasis on the political role of the museum made a contrast with the late Qing, when more attention was paid to the scientific and aesthetic functions of museums. During the 1910s and 1920s, the Beiyang government actively used the museum as a medium of civic education to show the public what was new about the new regime. This was done through the transformation of the former imperial residence into a public space for museums, the displaying of cultural relics as exhibits that symbolise the Chinese civilisation, as well as ceremonies held in museums to promote republican political values and nurture a collective identity of China as a nation-state.


 


The building of public museums reflected a central political agenda in post-imperial China: as the country metamorphosed from a multi-ethnic empire to a modern republic, new ways were needed to redefine the regime and hold the territory together. This case also provides a prism through which to reappraise the Beiyang government’s nation-building efforts, which so far have been understudied.
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Abstract


Chinese religious culture embraces the idea of creating altars as the site for ritual performances. Surrounded by layers of enclosures, these altars are built under strict geomantic concerns, before a range of colourful ribbons and mirrors being added to the physical settings to further attach a sense of sacredness. Daoism as a domestic religion prepares a fruitful corpus of ritual texts that gives us tantalizing explanations about the reasons behind these preparations. Nevertheless, this scheme is later complicated by lay people as they both referenced and reinvented the sectarian ritual descriptions. By establishing associations as the platform for their periodical collaborations for religious activities, lay people chose to erect stone stelae as a crucial step  for constructing their ritual sites. Being placed at the roadside of the largest crossroad, these stelae served as the centre of these religious sites. Not just dedicatory prayers recorded the physical constructions of these sites, stele pictorial carvings also preserved certain details about the ritual scene performed by lay people. Following these premises, by studying these stone stelae, this paper attempts to explore the creation of sacred spaces among lay people during the fifth and sixth centuries. It unveils the lay perceptions of sacredness that are projected to both the physical and spiritual components applied for perfecting the ritual sites. Furthermore, it also explores their physical constructions and combinations before discussing the entire process of preparing and practising ritual performances.
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Abstract


While government investment has played a significant role in advancing culture in China, private philanthropy has also contributed to both s positioning China as a global cultural center.


The COVID-19 outbreak found China amidst a "museum boom" – an unprecedented increase in the construction of museums across the country. The State Administration of Cultural Heritage announced the initiative in 2002 and by 2013 more than 1,500 state-run museums were erected. Against the backdrop of this endeavor was a comparable growth in private museums. These institutions represent a growing number of billionaires to create greater access to China’s rich historical and contemporary art. It also reflects China’s increasing presence as a hub of the art world and the prominence of Chinese collectors in the global art market.  


But the business model for Chinese private museums has proven to be a challenge. These organizations struggle to balance financial sustainability with their design for public benefit.  Private museums in China look to U.S. and European museums for cues, but also recognize that the Chinese market and context offer unique opportunities to invent new business models.  


Experiments will proliferate as Chinese private museums adapt to their domestic markets and a dynamic economy. And, as China’s influence on the art market and the cultural sector continues to grow, these practices will hold greater weight as viable alternatives for the current museum models in the U.S. and Europe
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Abstract


This presentation would analyse the construction of widescreen film theatre in the Maoist era. In most capitalist countries, promoting widescreen film production with new widescreen techniques was highlighted as the main solution to make widescreen cinema stand firm in film consumption. However, in socialist China, the construction of widescreen film theatre, beginning since 1957, was more prioritised than the film production which started from Laobing Xinzhuan (The New Story of Old Soldier, Shen Fu, 1959). Seeing widescreen format as a reputational film technology which was used to represent the national cultural power all over the world in the fifties, this presentation would use two widescreen theatres in Beijing as examples to examine why Chinese propelled the construction of film theatre first. On one hand, I would introduce the PRC’s first widescreen theatre, the Capital Theatre, and how widescreen cinema was used to represent Beijing’s new status of the political-cultural centre and national capital at a local level. On the other hand, I would introduce the unfinished architectural project of People’s Film Palace which used widescreen formats to manifest the advanced image of PRC cinema at a national level. I hope this research can bring historical research of screen culture with the new perspectives from architecture and cinema technology. 
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Abstract


Working women in China's socialist cinema (1949-1966) were a newly emerged subject. To fully transform women into qualified socialist subjects in the new national cinema, labor became one of the major forms of such transformation and participation in nation-building. Films portraying women joining the workforce stood out as providing a contemporary and alternative narrative to the classical “revolution plus love” in the leftist narrative. In these cinematic representations of women in labor, the tensions between the domestic sphere and the public sphere are often superimposed on the tensions between the female characters' emotion and work, thus creating a complex network of spaces and power relations for the new women on screen.


This study examines China's socialist films about women's work and emotion from 1949 to 1966 and explores the intricacies between gender, body, and social mobility. Employing the narrative of “work plus love” as a critical interface, this study proposes to investigate how the female body and emotion are evoked and mobilized in both public and private spheres, how these dynamics differ in the village and the city, and how love, work, and body are negotiated in different contexts. This study draws on the social-historical and ideological resources and offers a textual analysis of films such as Li Shuangshuang, Wuduo jinhua, and Hushi riji to interrogate the larger question of the dialectics between the politics of love and body, female subjectivity, and state ideology in socialist films.
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Abstract


The critical consensus on Hong Kong left-wing cinema produced at the major left-wing studios during the Cultural Revolution period (1966-1976) is that it strayed away from the moderate approach balancing progressive left-wing messages with entertainment that it had previously taken and veered sharply into propagandist territory. This argument, however, neglects the fact that filmmakers continued to create progressive humanistic melodramas that dealt with issues such as the housing crisis, labour disputes and the lack of social welfare at the left-wing studios in the 1970s. It is true, however, that a combination of a rapidly developing capitalist subjectivity combined with an increasing alienation from the Pro-Beijing leftist faction in Hong Kong due to the 1967 riots meant that there was no longer much of an audience for films produced by the left-wing studios. Reading against the grain, in this paper I analyse The Younger Generation (小當家, 1971), produced at the left-wing studio Great Wall and which depicts female factory workers’ solidarity when they strike in protest against inhumane working conditions. Through analyzing this film, I assess how filmmakers looked to resist the dominant ideology of colonial capitalism in 1970s Hong Kong, negotiate class relations in Hong Kong society, the film’s connection to other global films dealing with labour strikes, and how it, however mildly, articulates a more positive and optimistic vision than that offered by capitalist exploitation. Analysing the film in such a global context will ultimately reassess the concept of the term “left-wing” in Hong Kong.











